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If it's advice that youre looking for, then urine luck 


PAUL 
KNOECHEL 


elcome, young people, to 
your first campus experi- 
ence! Or, to greet you in 


your own dialect: “Word up, yo.” 

I can see that you've all been famil- 
jarizing yourself with campus— 
crowding up the bookstore, the 
hallways, the Quad, the buses, and 
the washrooms in the process. It’s 
cool though, I don’t mind. In fact, 
I never really like being the only 
person at the urinals. The whole pro- 
cess is so much better if someone’s 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
you, the stench of optimism and 
excitement palpable in the cramped 
space between us. 

I’s also totally coo 
here to remind the older of us that 


that you're 


even though our campus careers are 
ending, you've still got at least four 
years of partying and irresponsible 
sexual experiences ahead of you. 

I’m just here to offer some friendly 
advice to all of you, which is in no 
way a bitter attempt to misdirect you 
and your collective trusting nature 
for my own benefit. Let the learning 
begin! 

Now, I’m sure that you've been 
informed of the campus bars and 
the several food and liquor establish- 
ments that border campus, and you've 
probably thought it would be a rather 
jovial time if you had a beer at RATT 


U of A Scholarships are the solution! 


or a plate of wings at the Windsor. 
And who could blame you? Common 
sense would dictate that any place 
where you and your fellow students 
could congregate easily and quickly 
to socialize, eat, and drink would be 
simply marvellous. But I’m here to tell 
you not to waste your time. 


It’s also totally cool that 
youre here to remind 
the older of us that even 
though our campus 
careers are ending, 
you've still got at least 
four years of partying 
and irresponsible 
sexual experiences 
ahead of you. 


You only eat and drink on campus 
if you're desperate. Beer is much 
better if you take a half-hour bus- 
ride to enjoy it, and food that’s more 
expensive is naturally better. Not to 
mention that the further you drink 
from campus, the cooler you'll be, 
because it’s only the real riff-raff 
of the University that drink nearby. 
Don’t even stop to offer your condo- 
lences if you see me frequenting one 
or more of these businesses through- 
out the week. 

If youre hanging around campus 
several hours a day, chances are you're 
going to need to use the lavatory from 
time to time. You may be contem- 
plating finding a seldom-used facility 


tucked away in the corner of a small 
building—and that’s fine if you want 
to be mugged by roving toilet gangs. 

I’s a problem no one else wants to 
talk about, but if you use any but the 
few washrooms I will outline for your 
safety, you will regret it. 

If you're on the West side of 
campus, only use ETLC’s main-floor 
washrooms. If you happen to be 
around central campus, SUB main 
floor is your only real safe haven. 
And if youre unfortunate enough 
to be on campus’s east side, just use 
some bushes. 

Ir’s a rough time, I know, but fear 
not, for I’m single handedly patrol- 
ling these little-known and hidden 
areas to root out the gangs myself. 
Pll let you know when the coast is 
clear. 

Lastly, it’s important to know that 
everyone that has been here more 
than a year knows pretty much 
everything there is to know about 
university life. That means there’s a 
wealth of knowledge and wisdom 
out there for you first-years that 
are willing to pony up some alco- 
hol or caffeine to feed the addictions 
of the wise ones you'll see striding 
around campus. 

Unlike the myriad of student ser- 
vices you can find around this insti- 
tution that will demand kickbacks 
for doing their jobs, I’d be happy to 
share my expertise for a simple sextet 
of ale. I’m so selfless I amaze myself 
sometimes. 

I could go on, but there are some 
things that it’s better for you to 
figure out on your own. So I'll simply 
leave you all with a heartfelt “fuck 


off.” 
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PEEING MACGUYVER STYLE It's often better than using campus washrooms. 


Jason Lang Scholarship 


Applicants must be Alberta residents who have achieved a minimum GPA of 3.2 on %24 in their 


previous year of studies (September 2006 to April 2007). 


The deadline to apply is September 15, 2007 


University of Alberta Undergraduate Academic Scholarship Competition 


There are approximately 300 awards available through this competition. The awards range in value 
from $500 to $4,000 with some being Faculty specific and some open to students in any Faculty. 


The deadline to apply is September 30, 2007 


Rhodes Scholarship 


Undergraduate Student Awards 


The Student Awards Office has several scholarship competitions with 
fall deadlines. Each competition has its own set of criteria and eligibility 
requirements as outlined in the following descriptions. 


For more information on these and other competitions please visit our 
website at www.registrar.ualberta.ca/awards or the Student Awards 
Office at 1-80 Students’ Union Building. 


Applicants must be Canadian citizens or living in Canada; have been born between October 2, 1983 
and October 1, 1989; and have received an undergraduate degree before attending Oxford (except 
medical students). 


Applications are available at the Student Awards Office. 
The deadline to apply is October 1, 2007 


Undergraduate Leadership Awards 


There are approximately 50 available through this competition. The awards range in value from $500 
to $12,500 with some being Faculty specific and some open to students in any Faculty. 


Application information is available on the Student Awards website at 
www. registrar.ualberta.ca/awards. 


The deadline to apply is October 15, 2007 


Important Changes to Students Awards 


The Student Awards Office is currently implementing new software that will allow us to 
distribute awards more efficiently. 


Below is a brief breakdown of what to expect: 
1. No more paper cheques will be issued. Payments will be applied directly to tuition. 


2. Students will be able to input banking information on Bear Tracks and have any refunds or 
payments go directly into their bank accounts. 


. Most awards will be divided equally—half in the Fall term and half in the Winter term, prior 
to the deadline for paying tuition and fees. The award will be applied towards tuition and 
fees and any remaining balance will be refunded. 


Check www.registrar.ualberta.ca/awards for important notices. 
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Flip for the 
new Double-flip. 


With the new Double-flip”, exclusively from Bell, Samsung u740 
you can text faster than ever with the full keyboard. The Double-flip 
Pair it with a rate plan that includes unlimited Text 


Messaging from only $25/month.! + 4 95 
Bonus: 


Get Windows Live™ Messenger and Windows Live 3-yr contract? 
Hotmail free for 3 months.” ($379.95 no contract) 


Visit a Bell store = 
1888 4MOBILE _ bell.ca/doubleflip Bell 


cabine##ibooth (BEsy c(WIRELESSWAYED (Gwiexee | b> FUTURE SHOP _ 


Offer ends September 30, 2007. Available with compatible devices, within Bell Mobility digital core network coverage areas. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may apply outside of Bell Mobility coverage areas. Other fees such as, on 
a monthly basis, e9-1-1 (75¢/mo.), system access which is not a government fee ($8.95/mo.) and one-time activation ($35) apply. With any data use, Mobile Browser usage fees apply at 5¢/KB if you do not currently subscribe to the unlimited Mobile Browser 
and fees may apply for the content and roaming when outside of your local area. Early termination fees apply. Subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. While supplies last. May not be as shown. May not be 
available in all locations. Other conditions apply. (1) Excludes alerts, international and premium text messages, and messages sent with instant messaging application. (2) Available upon new activation of a new device on a 3-yr. contract term on any monthly 
voice plan. The then regular monthly rate (now $5/month, subject to change) applies thereafter. (3) Available upon new activation of a new device on a 3-yr. contract term on any monthly voice plan. Double-flip is a trade-mark of Bell Canada. Windows Live 
is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 


Available at the 


following Bell stores: 


EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17th St. 
6143 28th Avenue 

8770 170th Street 

10103 107th Ave. 

10157 - 101 Street 

12804 82nd Street 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
Bonnie Doon 

Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 

Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Sherwood Park Mall 

South Edmonton Common, 
Southgate Shopping Centre 
Spruce Grove 

St. Albert Centre 

St. Albert Trail at 137 Avenue 
Terwilleger Gardens 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 

Whyte Avenue at 107 Street 
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How two guys with a web comic are 
changing the face of an entire industry 


HERE ARE A FEW STAPLES OF EVERY 
SUMMER ROAD TRIP: CAR, FRIENDS, 
CAMERA, MONEY, NINTENDO DS. 
OKAY, SO THAT LAST ONE MIGHT NOT 
BE ON THE TOP OF EVERYONE'S LIST, BUT 
FOR ALATE-AUGUST JAUNT TO SEATTLE 
FOR THE PENNY ARCADE ExPO—PAX, 
FOR SHORT—IT'S A MUST. 


Created by the guys behind the popular web comic Penny 
Arcade, PAX is an annual convention. Now in its fourth year, it's 
designed with a single purpose: to bring together in one place 
as many like-minded nerd-brains and geek-wads as possible 
to celebrate their love of all things game. Board games, card 
games, table-top games, video games—it doesn't matter. As 
long as you love at least one of them, you're set—especially if 
you want to find some like-minded Mario Karters for a local 
network race on 150cc. 

This was the first time I'd been to an event like this, and | had 
all kinds of preconceived notions of what to expect going in. | 
knew the type of people that would be there: overweight guys 
with long hair and acne-scarred faces looking at high-definition 
screens or coloured boards through thick-framed glasses, yell- 
ing at each other about Mana and dice rolls. And | knew that it 
would be glorious. 

However, | soon realized that an event like PAX is about far 
more than just nerds loving nerd things. | learned that nerd 
culture is not so insular; that it has a ripple effect on many 
different aspects of life, from music to religion to politics to 
healthy competition. By bringing together almost 40 OOO 
attendees, volunteers, and exhibitors in one place, the Penny 
Arcade Expo showed me just how diverse unity can be. 


Story and photos 
by Ramin Ostad 
with photos from Mike Smith 


PENNY ARCADE EXPO 


A Little History 


Penny Arcade began in 1998 as an 
Internet-based comic strip published 
three times a week by artist Mike 
Krahulik and writer Jerry Holkins. 
Giving themselves the alter-egos Gabe 
and Tycho, they initially used the 
comic and supplementary news posts 
to provide commentary and satire on 
current events in the gaming indus- 
try. Over the past nine years, Penny 
Arcade has grown into much more, 
surpassing its comic-strip roots and 
becoming not only an Internet-culture 
phenomenon, but a force that has 
affected musicians, writers, sick chil- 
dren, large corporations, ping pong 
players, and convention goers alike. 
Now, they even have their own game 
in production. 

“Tt doesn’t seem like a chaotic explo- 
sion; especially in the case of Penny 
Arcade, it’s been a very carefully plot- 
ted growth,” says Damien Hess, better 
known as MC Frontalot, a rapper who 
got his biggest break with support 
from Penny Arcade and who has per- 
formed multiple times at PAX. 

“But that’s because guys like [Penny 
Arcade director of business develop- 
ment] Robert Khoo, and Jerry and 
Mike, pour all this blood and sweat 
into it. If it was just the boys, I don’t 
think they’d have 30 000 people in 
this giant convention center. You need 
a group of smart people for that, and 
that’s what they have.” 

For readers of their strip, the cre- 
ators’ strong bond seems to come up 
regularly. In the accompanying blog 
posts, Holkins often points out that a 
strip has been spawned from an actual 
conversation or argument between 
the pair. 

During a Q&A period at PAX, 
Holkins and Krahulik discussed the 
strides they have made in their time 
together, and how it has affected their 
relationship. 

“T think it was after the Wired 
article, after the guy had left, and I 
felt really good,” Holkins reminisced. 
“And I said [to Mike], “This is crazy 
man; we've been doing this for ten 
years. We really are like, more than 
friends.” And I was expecting him to 


say, ‘Yeah, we're like brothers.’ But he 
turns to me and says, “We're just col- 
leagues; let’s not make it more than 
it is’” 

“T’s relatively complex,’ Krahulik 
replied. “I don’t think that two friends 
would be able to do this for as long 
as we've done it. Because at some 
point, if you didn’t expect the other 
person to be mean to you, and hate 
you, it would be a real surprise, and 
you would leave. But going into it, if 
you know youre there to use the other 
person as just a drawing machine, 
then you put up with whatever you 
have to put up with.” 


The new Mecca 


PAX may now be the largest conven- 
tion of its kind in the Unites States, 
but it hasn’t always been that way. 
Up until a year ago, before it under- 
went a major overhaul, that honour 
belonged to an event called the 
Electronic Entertainment Expo (E3), 
an event that used to be considered 
the ComiCon or Cannes of video 
games. Originally designed as a trade 
show for the computer- and video- 
game industry, it was intended to be 
a place where enthusiasts, journalists, 
and industry professionals alike could 
get their grubby hands and blood- 
shot eyes on all of the newest games 
and gadgets being shown by a large 


number of exhibitors. 


But some ideas don’t always pan out 
the way they were intended. Over the 
years, E3 became larger than life; its 
grandiose scale was equaled only by 
the extravagant and ultimately obtru- 
sive spectacle it strived to become. 
While the flashy lights and trade men- 
tality did have some benefits—it was 
the one time of year that video games 
were given mainstream media atten- 
tion—it soon turned into a “Caligula’s 
Interactive Funhouse Emporium” of 
sorts. 

Soon, however, many gaming fans 
began to find ways to sneak into this 
“Sndustry-only” only event. For exam- 
ple, since retailers were admitted to 
the event, every low-level cashier who 
worked at EB Games strove to becomea 
manager and gain entry. Even campus 
media members were given passes. As 
more attendees began arriving annu- 
ally, seemingly out of thin air, major 
businesses like Sony and Microsoft 
spent more and more money to make 
sure their showings were the loudest, 
flashiest, and most entertaining. 

“What I like about PAX? It’s slightly 
less crazy,” says Jay Watamaniuk, the 
community manager for BioWare, 
a leading Edmonton-based video 
game developer. “You go to E3 in the 
past, and there was pounding noise 
and weird stages and women walk- 
ing around with not a lot of cloth- 
ing, and you just get this very Vegas 
style of crazy where it’s very difficult 
to get your voice heard. I mean, we 
make role-playing games; we don't 
make big-explosion games. You can’t 
go, ‘Oh, look at the subtleties of this 
dialogue we're showing,’ when you've 
got all this attraction and craziness.” 

As a result, E3 became a victim of 
its own growth and splendor, and was 
massively downsized to save money 
for everyone involved. Now, the guys 
behind Penny Arcade are starting to 
fill its shoes—albeit somewhat inad- 
vertently. While PAX has its own style 
of spectacle, the focus on community 
and game culture make it a very dif- 
ferent beast than E3. Watamaniuk says 
that, while PAX doesn’t have the same 
mainstream penetration that E3 of 
old achieved, it’s a nice change from a 
developer’s standpoint. 


MC FRONTALOT PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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All these 
Fucking videos 
Prom TGS are in 
Japanese. 


I don't understand 
what's going on. 


“This is my first PAX, and I’m actu- 
ally shocked and amazed and pleas- 
antly surprised at what I’ve seen—sort 
of an ‘E3 lite” we could say. PAX is still 
a little crazy, but it’s also more down 
to earth, which I like.” 

Since the breakdown of E3, many 
smaller shows have attempted to step 
up in its place, but support from the 
industry has been mixed at best. For 
now, at least, PAX is the brightest 
beacon for gamers to follow. 


White and Nerdy 


Many great works of art have been 
created through real-life inspiration; 
music is no exception. No matter 
what genre a musician subscribes to, 
they all use life experiences to shape 
their work. Some inspiration can 


come from personal experiences, 
while others are a little more obscure. 
So when musicians start taking their 
inspiration from teenage afternoons 
playing Super Mario Brothers in the 
basement, they create a new style of 
music—one that spans many different 
genres, from rock to folk to hip-hop, 
and which reference topics like comic 
books, video games, Star Trek and Star 
Wars. This “Nerdcore” genre has been 
a part of PAX since its inception. 

“We understand that it’s a blooming 
genre, and we're in total support of 
that,” Krahulik says. “Tt’s very diverse. 
John Coulton, for example, is very 
nerd-folk. His show was amazing.” 

As a sign of this support, every 
iteration of the event has brought new 
Nerdcore artists with varying styles, 
from videogame music cover bands 
like the OneUps and the Minibosses, 
to folk singers like John Coulton, to 
Nerdcore rappers like Optimus Rhyme 
and MC Frontalot. While their music 


can be drastically different, they have 

all been inspired by their inner nerd. 
“T always just wrote songs about 

things that are interesting enough for 


me to sustain a 300-word song,” says 
Hess, a Nerdcore rapper from Brooklyn 
whose career was helped by support 
from Penny Arcade. “Those just 
pened to all be dorky topics. I’ve always 
been a nerd: I started the Monty Python 
Fan Club at my high school, collected 
Star Wars toys and comic books. I had 
a few friends, but we all just played 
Commodore 64 together.” 

Hess’ musical aspirations began 
as a side project in high school and 
throughout college. He and his friends 
would write and record origina 
rock and pop operas in the sum- 
mers, recording them on his home 
computer. An avid rapper, he soon 


hap- 


developed a rap persona for himself, 
MC Frontalot, and used sight gags to 
give it personality. 

“Td put up pictures of other rappers 
with their faces blurred and go “That’s 
me!” Hess admitted. “I'd take inter- 
views from Vibe magazine with Snoop 
Dogg and erase all his answers and put 
my own answers in, blurred his face 
out. That was what my website was 
like—had about five songs on it.” 

In 2000, Hess put his song “Yo, 
Lazers” on www.songfight.org, a web- 
site where musicians would create 
songs based on provided titles and 
enter their work into competition to be 
voted on by the Internet at large—sort 
of like Iron Chef meets online musical. 
The song was fairly popular among lis- 
teners, but it wasn’t until the song was 
linked by Penny Arcade that it hit criti- 
cal mass. 

“Suddenly, thousands and thou- 
sands of people knew who I was, 
and the song was on MP3-stealing 


MC Frontalot on Penny Arcade’s role in his success 


they speak 
Japanese. 


I guess... 
Alright. I guess you 
asleep now. 
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networks, and suddenly I was this 
person with an Internet presence,” 
Hess recounts, still taken aback by it. “T 
wasn't really a band; I was just making 
songs on the Internet for people for 
free. But they started having the Penny 
Arcade Expo, so I started playing that. 
Then I got more shows, and interest 
kept building, and people asked me 
when they could buy a CD from me. 
Ever since then, I haven’t had to do 
any other work, so now I spend all my 
time trying to do the music as well as 
Tcan.” 

Since the birth of PAX, the musical 
performances have been one of the 
expo’s biggest attractions. As the genre 
grows, so does its fan base, reaching 
beyond just nerds and capturing the 
attention of many just looking for a 
good tune. 


“Suddenly thousands and thousands of people knew 
who I was, and [my] song was on MP3-stealing 
networks, and suddenly I was this person with an 
internet presence.” 


Game Over 


Besides a cramped leg and a case 
of cabin fever, the drive back from 
Seattle gave me a lot of time to 
reflect on what I experienced at 
PAX. I learned that 40 000 gamers 
in one place will never be quite 
what you expect. Running from 
panels to concerts, Q&A sessions to 
lines on the exhibition floor, you 
find out that a convention like PAX 
is a lot more work than you would 
think. Hearing guys like profes- 
sional nerd and former Star Trek star 
Will Wheaton discuss politicians, 
and watching John Coulton or The 
Minibosses rock out to nerd music, 
shows that that being a nerd or 
gamer doesn’t mean what it used to. 
Its definition is changing, becom- 
ing wider and more diverse in its 
scope. From music to religion to sick 
children, it’s slowly affecting every 
aspect of daily life. 


Think of the children 


rguably the most 

important event 

that the Penny 

Arcade crew has 
organized is an annual 
holiday charity drive called 
Child's Play. The program 
was set up in 2003 as “a 
game industry charity dedi- 
cated to improving the lives 
of children with toys and 
games in our network of over 
40 hospitals worldwide.” 
With the help of reader 
donations and corporate 
sponsorships, the charity 
has raised millions of dollars’ 
worth of cash and toys, all of 
which goes towards helping 
sick children through hard 
times. 

While the cause is noble, 
its creation was at least 
partly in response to the 
negative attention video 
games receive in main- 
stream press, such as an 
article written in 2003 by Bill 
France of the Washington 
Herald about ultra-violent 
video games (in which 


France wrote, "Video games 
laced with human atrocities 
help young, impressionable 
people practice killing with- 


out care”). 

In response, Holkins and 
Krahulik put their faith in 
their readership, asking for 
donations in the form of 
toys and games to be dis- 
tributed among the kids 


What the Fuck 
is this? : 
I Pound him out 
back. We were just 
playing around. 


CHIMCHAR! 
BALL! NOW! 


What? That's kind 
oP unnecessary. 


EZ I'm not Sending hin 
Por a day at the spa. Okay? 
He's nob getting his Pur 
and his claws did. 


When I throw 
this ball down, I need a 
motherfucker to 
come out. 


~~ T just... I don’t think 
you should swear, I mean, around \ 
the Pokemon... 


Since its creation, the topics of 
spanned from obscure references on the antics video game 
developers and industry bigwigs, to more accessible commentar- 
ies on Hollywood film plots and Girl Scout cookie cartels. What 
started as a humble project between a duo of gaming geeks has 
exploded into a cultural phenomenon that, in addition to PAX, 


hosts a website that receives ove 
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being treated at the Seattle 
Children’s Hospital. 

At the time, Holkins wrote, 
“Penny Arcade has a read- 
ership of something like 
4.5 million gamers across 
the world. We are arguably 
the largest community of 
gamers on the Internet. Let's 
give these kids the Christmas 
that they deserve, and let's 
give the newspapers a dif- 
ferent kind of story to write 
about gamers.” In 2006, the 
program raised more than 
$1 million, and it isn't stop- 
ping there. 

“We'd like to have it in 
every state; we haven't 
quite gotten there yet,” said 
Kristin Lindsay, project man- 
ager for Penny Arcade. “I'm 
definitely working on repre- 
sentation in every province 
as well. So you'll see more 
of a concentration on North 
America this year, and then 
the entire globe.” 


What are you, 


PETA? What the Puck 
Go YOU Cane. antuchan! 


\ Your ass. This ball. 


I don’t think 
he wants to go in 


No Shit, he doesn't 
\/” want to go in there. It's 
a tiny Pucking ball. [t's pitch 
black. It's Preezing 
Pucking cold. 


Do you want to go in 


the ball? 


=< 
‘Cause right now, 
you're telling Me you want 
to go in the ball. 


You don't think I have 


other balls? You think this is 


the only ball le 


"This one's ay 
A for you, pal. 


Penny Arcade’s comics have 


r 2 million page views per day, 


and a multimillion-dollar children’s charity. 
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SPORTS 


Rams rain, hail, on Bears gridiron parade 


Alberta came back to the field invigorated after a long weather delay, but it wasn’t enough to overcome Regina’ early 17-point lead 


o4 yo 


Players of the Game 


Though the kickers dominated much of the scor- 
ing in this weekend's game, player of the game 
honours has to go to Chad Goldie, who made 

15 catches for 146 yards and a touchdown. This 
set a new single-game Canada West record, 
outstripping the previous one of thirteen set in 
1983. The 146 receiving yards were also a career 
high for Goldie. 


Box Score 


First Quarter 

10:08 Reg—Chad Goldie 23-yard pass from Teale 
Orban (Perri Scarcelli kick) 

08:46 Reg—Graham Mosiondz 25-yard pass from 
Teale Orban (Perri Scarcelli kick) 

00:58 Reg—Perri Scarcelli 14-yard field goal 


Second Quarter 

02:37 AB—Damon Fraietta 48-yard pass from 
Quade Armstrong (Hugh O'Neill kick) 

00:01 Reg—Perri Scarcelli 13-yard fireld goal 


Third Quarter 

14.13 AB—Aaron Holba 25-yard pass from Quade 
Armstrong (Hugh O'Neill kick) 

12:58 AB—Safety 

12:01 AB—Hugh O'Neill 47-yard field goal 


Fourth Quarter 

14:44 Reg—Perri Scarcelli rouge 

10:57 AB—Hugh O'Neill 33-yard field goal 
06:45 Reg—Perri Scarcelli 24-yard field goal 


Regina eee 0 a aes 
Alberta 0 7 12 3 = 22 
REG AB 
First downs 37 I 
Yards rushing 143 a 
Yards passing eee) 250 
et offense 541 342 
Passes made-attempted 83-54 12-27 
Return yards 83 103 
nterceptions by-yards 0-0 220 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 1-1 
Sacks by 1 0 
Punts-average Ce eS 
Penaties-yards A705 1G=87 
Time of possession 39:50 20:10 
Field goals made-attempted 3-5 Piet 


RUSHING: Regina—Graham Mosiondz 25-98; 
Chad Goldie 3-19; Teale Orban 4-16; Jordan Sisco 
2-5. Alberta—Tendayi Jozzy 16-83; Matthew 
Jarvis 1-9; N. Amenu-Tekaa 1-0. 


PASSING: Regina—53-38-2; Perri Scarcelli 
1-0-0, Alberta—Quade Armstrong 27-12-0. 


RECEIVING: Regina— Chad Goldie 15-146; 
Jordan Sisco 7-66; Brenden Owens 5-67; Kolten 
Solomon 4-58. Alberta—Aaron Holba 7-151; 
Dale Stevenson 2-23; Damon Fraietta 1-48; M. 
Chapdelaine 1-20. 
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ZHENDONGLI 


HOLD ON TIGHT Chad Goldie of the Regina Rams grabs onto the ball on his way to a new Canada West single-game receptions record on Saturday. 


ROBIN COLLUM 


The rain gods may have been on the Bears side 
during their football game, but it still wasn’t 
quite enough for them to pull off a win against 
the Regina Rams on Saturday. After lightning and 
hail brought an early end to a dismal first half, 
the Bears came out of the locker room energized 
and swung the momentum their way, but were 
unable to hold the lead and dropped the game 
24—22 to Regina. 

“You can’t spot a team 17 points and expect 
to get through,” said Alberta head coach Jerry 
Friesen, referring to the 17—0 hole the Bears had 
fallen into before the weather delay. “We fought 
back, but you just can’t do that. We were stuck 
going uphill the whole game.” 

The game got started on a bad note for the 
Bears, as they earned a penalty before the first 
kickoff, and things quickly got even more grim. 
They let through two touchdowns in the first ten 
minutes, and made little offensive progress. The 
rain delay, which came 3:24 before halftime, 
was an opportunity to regroup and refocus the 
team’s energies, and Friesen was able to use it to 
give his team a pep talk. 

“T challenged them based on the character 
that we have as a team,” he said, while pulling a 
piece of paper with a Martin Luther King Jr quote 
printed on it out of his pocket. “T read them this: 
‘The ultimate measure ofa man is not where he 
stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 
but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy. I said that we were in a time of 
challenge, and asked them how they would react 


to it. ’'m proud of how they reacted and how 
they played. We're still not all the way up that 
hill, but we've progressed.” 

Alberta quarterback Quade Armstrong said 
that he and his teammates had a positive attitude 
even before Friesen’s chat. 


“Tt was a really emotional loss. 
We had a tough first half, and 
they put a lot of pressure on 
us by scoring early. It's a tough 
way to start the season, [but] 
we showed that we can make 
big plays and bring the ball 
deep, and our running game 
shows promise.” 


QUADE ARMSTRONG 
BEARS QUARTERBACK 


“We came to the locker room, and we still had 
confidence,” he said. “I think coming out of the 
break, we were going to take shots and try not 
to be as conservative. We came out fresh and 
firing” 

The positive attitude must have helped, because 
when the lightning had stopped and the teams 
returned to the field, Alberta scored their first 
touchdown after barely a minute—with a long 
pass from Armstrong to slotback Damon Fraietta. 
They continued their success in the third quarter, 


closing the gap in the score with another touch- 
down, this time from Aaron Holba, and several 
field goals—47 and 33 yards—by kicker Hugh 
O'Neill. The Alberta advances slowed down 
come the fourth, however, and after only a few 
minutes of the Bears holding a lead, the score 
settled at 24-22 for the Rams, where it would 
remain for the rest of the game. 

The Bears went for a last-ditch field goal 
attempt from Hugh O’Neill with three seconds 
to go, but the kick didn’t make it and the board 
stayed the same. 

“Tt was a really emotional loss. We had a tough 
first half, and they put a lot of pressure on us by 
scoring early. It’s a tough way to start the season, 
[but] we showed that we can make big plays 
and bring the ball deep, and our running game 
shows promise,” Armstrong said. 

Friesen considered the whole game a learn- 
ing experience for his young team, especially 
for first-year O'Neill. He made several impor- 
tant field goals during the game, and nearly 
won it for Alberta with the missed kick at the 
11th hour. Friesen regretted that the pressure of 
a win was put on such a young player’s shoul- 
ders, but argued that in the long run the experi- 
ence would do O’Neill good. 

“Tt was an opportunity to win, but asking a 
first-year to make a 52- or 53-yard field goal? 
There’s got to be a better way. We'll depend 
on him again someday, and this will help him 
mature and grow,” Friesen explained. “But he 
didn’t lose the game for us, and I don’t want 
him to feel that he did; we had opportuni- 
ties throughout the game to support him and 


didn’t.” 
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THE OL’HOW’'S SHE GOIN’ The Pandas split their weekend series against the U of S Huskies at Foote Field. 


Dogs run around Panda cubs 


Alberta's young soccer squad was inconsistent against the University of 
Saskatchewan Huskies this weekend, splitting the weekend series at home 


ROBIN COLLUM 
Sports Editor 


If the hundred-plus curious soccer 
fans at the Pandas first series of the 
season were hoping to see a consistent 
performance by the squad, they were 
out of luck this weekend. The Pandas 
split the weekend pairing against the 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies, 
winning the first game handily but 
letting Sunday’s match slip away. 

On Saturday, under looming clouds, 
the Pandas ran around the Huskies to 
a 3-1 win in front of a cheering home 
crowd, with a goal from Jacqueline 
Smith and two from Sarah Smyth. The 
sunnier skies the next day didn’t help 
them, however, and they lost 1-0 on 
Sunday. 

Alberta head coach Liz Jepsen was 
disappointed by Sunday’s result, 
but pragmatic about her team’s 
performance. 

“T’'s tough to drop a game, espe- 
cially at this stage of the season, but 
such is life,” she said after the game. 
“Prior to the weekend, people were 
asking me, “What do you think your 
squad is going to be?’ and my answer 
was that they're going to be young, 
and they’re going to be inexperienced. 
That’s what today showed.” 

Jepsen acknowledged the deficiencies 
in Alberta’s game on Sunday, but was 
hopeful that with more work, the team 
can have more results like Saturday’s. 


“Our execution was poor; our first 
touch was poor. We need to work on 
just creating more opportunities and 
that drive to finish.” 


“Prior to the weekend, 
people were asking me 
‘What do you think 
your squad is going to 
be?’ and my answer 
was that they're going 
to be young, and 
they're going to be 
inexperienced. That's 
what today showed.” 


LIZ JEPSEN 
PANDAS SOCCER HEAD COACH 


The Pandas may have been missing 
the spark they’d had the day before, 
but Tom LaPointe’s Huskies were 
also a changed team on Sunday after- 
noon. They studied their mistakes 
on Saturday and adjusted their game 
overnight. 

“The biggest thing we asked our 
players to do was get stuck in and 
pressure the ball, and the second 
thing was to play with our system of 
play,” LaPointe said. “They bought 
into it and it showed. We scored a 


Buy your 2007/08 SPC card* 
by September 30th & get 


*Must show valid Student ID card. $8.50 plus taxes. 
“Some exceptions apply. Visit www.zellers.com for details. 


everything for student life from A to 'Z) 


a Poss 
gidasas SPA 2 
5 /BAas sy ave 
4aaias Sy 


Chop is more than a restaurant, we are the place to share a passion for life. 

We believe in the bonding power of great food, fine wine and good company. 

In order to be the best, you must surround yourself with the best. Our team is 
mrt fod looking for people that share our values: 
~~ PETEYEE 


QUALITY PASSION LEADERSHIP 


NOW OPEN at 17635 Stony Plain Road. 
Apply today: 
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Education Abroad 
Program 


goal that was well-deserved.” 
Though LaPointe emphasized that 
the victory was a team effort, there 
were a few standout players on his 
roster: particularly strikers Elizabeth 
Hudon, who scored on Saturday, 
Jamie Lemay, and midfielder Heather 
Campbell, who put in Sunday’s game- 


winner. 
“[Lemay] had an overnight change 
in her game,” LaPointe said. “She 


Invest in your future, and 
have the learning adventure 
of a lifetime, The vast majorit 
of applicants are approved ‘ 
and with the Ever growing 
scholarships, awards and 


bursaries ' 
you can't afford y 
to go abroad! a 


made a drastic improvement.” 

Jepsen noted Lemay’s skills against 
her team, and praised the Huskies 
coach, who is in his first year as head 
of the Huskies program. 

“TLaPointe] coached tactically and 
effectively, and in the second game 
we weren't able to counteract that. We 
tried, but again that’s down to being a 
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Explore your study, work, research, and 
summer abroad options with the education 
abroad program... 


young team,” she said. 

Overall, Jepsen viewed the week- 
end as a learning experience for 
the many first- and second-year 
Pandas on the roster, and a good 
way to gauge Alberta's strength 
against an opponent she described 
as a “mid-pack” team in the—ex- 
tremely competitive—Canada West 
conference. 

“We're a young team, and weve 
going to have these situations, so 
it’s better to have them happen right 
now,” she said. “It creates an opportu- 
nity for us to know how hard we need 
to work to be successful, which a lot of 
these girls don’t know yet.” 
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8920 HUB Mall goabroad@international.ualberta.ca 
Tel: 780.492.6040 www.international.ualberta.ca 


UNIVERSITY OF 


ALBER LA 


INTERNATIONAL 


16 SPORTS 


fn Tarkish — 
have to wateh out for stampeding one-tonne 


animals and metee-long threads of flying spit. 


Wi at Bears and Pandas games 


cavely face these risks. 


%e 


Meetings Tuesdays 5:30 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Avoiding the bodily fluids of others since 1910 


FREE POOL 
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STUDENTS’ UNION BUILDING, Lower Level of SUB 
Free Pool Hours: Daily between 9:30 AM -11:30 AM 
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Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 AM - 8 PM & Sat. 10 AM - 6 PM 
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Tomorrow’s Professionals 
Apply Today! 


Apply On-line! 


OMSAS 


Ontario Medical School Application Service 
September 15, 2007: Last day to register for 
on-line applications 

October 1, 2007: Application deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 


www.ouac.on.ca/alsas/ OLSAS 


Ontario Law School Application Service 
November 1, 2007: Application deadline — First year 
May 1, 2008: Application deadline — Upper year 


TEAS 


Teacher Education Application Service 
November 30, 2007: Application deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/teas/ 


www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/ ORPAS 


Ontario Rehabilitation Sciences Programs 
Application Service 

(Audiology, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy/Physiotherapy, 
Speech-Language Pathology) 

January 15, 2008: Application deadline 


ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES’ APPLICATION CENTRE 


CENTRE DE DEMANDE D'ADMISSION 
AUX UNIVERSITES DE L'ONTARIO 


170 Research Lane 
Guelph ON N1G 5E2 
Www.ouac.on.ca 


ROBIN COLLUM 


It’s) Monday afternoon, and the 
U of A’s Main Gym is full of young 
women, volleying and spiking back 
and forth to each other. Their shouts 
blend together with the background 
noise of balls bouncing and sneak- 
ers squeaking against the hardwood, 
but if you listen closely might notice 
something different about half the 
voices: they’re speaking Japanese. 

The athletes are members of the 
NIFS women’s volleyball team from 
Japan, who are visiting the University 
this week. They have been training 
with the Pandas, and the two teams 
will have a full game on Wednesday 
night. Every year, the Pandas host a 
different Japanese university team, 
and in the past have visited to that 
country as well. 

“Their sports system is similar to 
ours in that they go from junior high 
to high school to university to national 
teams or professional. They havea sim- 
ilar sort of calendar, and play at a very 
good level,” said Pandas head coach 
Laurie Eisler, explaining the rationale 
behind the exchange program. 

Both sides get a great deal out of the 
arrangement. The Pandas get to play 


ROBIN COLLUM 


Since childhood, Keshia Wallin 
has been juggling French-language 
schooling and an English-speaking 
home life, but when she gets on 
the soccer pitch, there’s no need for 
translation. The second-year ath- 
lete, studying at Campus St Jean, is 
one of Alberta’s key assets, and has 
a distinguished resume already: the 
talented outside-back as a named a 
second-team Canada West all-star 
in 2006. 
“Thad a really great year,” Wallin 
says of her first season. “T was on the 
starting eleven—which is pretty big 
for a rookie—and I got that Canada 
West nod, which was awesome.” 


Pandas head coach Liz Jepsen has 
seen Wallin develop, and is impressed 
with the results of her progress. 

“She’s a very, very athletic player, 


and a great defender,’ Jepsen 
says. “She’s one of our best young 
players.” 


In addition to her work with the 
Pandas, Wallin has been a member 
of Edmonton’s Victoria soccer club 
Alberta major league 
team since 2002. In fact, they—and 
she—are in the middle of training 
for club-team nationals in October. 

All this has left her more than a 
ittle exhausted, and when com- 
bined with her Pandas duties and 


women’s 


schoolwork, Wallin’s schedule is 
packed. 

“As for spare time, I really don’t 
have any,” she says. “My club team 
is in double training, so I don’t have 
any extra time. Any extra time I do 
have I just spend studying” 

As for school, Wallin is working 
on getting all her pre-requisites for 
a switch into business next year. She 
loves learning in French, though, so 
she’s hoping to make it a bilingual 
business degree. She has been in 
French immersion since kindergar- 
ten and is glad to be able to continue 
that at University. 

“It’s a really great community,” 
Wallin says of Campus St Jean. “It’s 
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\-ball Pandas turning Japanese 


with what Eisler calls “some of the 
best university players in the world,” 
and both teams have the chance to 
learn a different style of volleyball. 

“For us, it’s great competition and 
a good opportunity to play against 
some of the best university players in 
the world,” Eisler said. “Their game 
is totally different. Because they’re a 
little bit undersized—especially inter- 
nationally—they have to rely more on 
speed and certainly skill. They’re very 
good technically, and they use their 
speed and tactics to try to outdo our 
size and physicality. It’s an interesting 
match up.” 

Eisler says that the Pandas program 
has already reaped benefits over the 


ee 


years from the exchange program, 
and have done their best to apply what 
they’ve learned to CIS competition. 

“We've tried to take a page out of their 
books in terms of being better at ball 
control. | think in terms of the teams 
in Canada, we're the ones whose style 
is the most Japanese. We have bigger 
athletes to do it with, but not necessar- 
ily the time to promote the skills to the 
same extent that they have.” 

The Japanese team hasn't just 
been playing volleyball during their 
Edmonton visit, however. They've 
been visiting museums and galleries, 


Soccer Panda juggles busy schedule 


MIKEOTTO 
KONNICHI WA That's Japanese for 
‘eight,’ in case you were wondering. 


and are excited to go shopping at West 
Edmonton Mall on Wednesday. 

“A lot of them have never been 
outside of Japan, so culturally it’s 
huge. It’s a really neat opportunity for 
them to travel and get a taste of what 
it’s like outside of Asia,” Eisler said. 
“They're billeted too, so a lot of their 
memories will come from the time 
they’ve spent with their families in 
the evenings.” 


BONJOUR Pandas soccer star Keshia Wallin can play soccer in French, too. 


really small, and the teachers are 
very personal.” 

The French track isn’t without its 
hurdles, however. 

“Tm Anglophone—my parents 
don’t speak French—so it’s a bit of 
a challenge,” she says. “For the first 
couple of months, I pretty much 
didn’t say anything in class: I just lis- 
tened to everyone else. But now it’s 
great. 'm much more comfortable 
in school and in general. 

“Tf had any time, though, I'd love 
to just be sitting on the couch,” she 
says. “Honestly, I'd love to just be sit- 
ting and doing nothing.” 

A little sitting might be good 
for her health, actually, but she’s 
not ready to slow down at all. This 


summer, Wallin has been plagued 
with injuries, which means she can’t 
perform at her best on the field. 

“I tore my hamstring playing 
against the national training centre, 
and then I pulled my quad about 
three weeks ago,” Wallin explains. 
“T’s pretty unfortunate right now, 
especially since I’m heading to 
nationals in about four weeks, so I’m 
hoping to rest for these four weeks, 
but I doubt that'll happen.” 

Jepsen can’t wait until Wallin’s 
healthy again, but wants to wait 
until she’s fully recovered. 

“Right now she’s playing at about 
80 per cent for us, which is really 
too bad. Hopefully she’s healthy at 
some point in time.” 
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Oilers dont need more ice 


Instead of sending their rookies somewhere nice to train, they 
were stuck in the boring, unappealing Northwest Territories 


PAUL 
OWEN 


hen the prevailing public opinion of 
your hockey franchise is that it oper- 
ates inside of a fishbowl, and that 


every move you make is subject to almost end- 
less scrutiny, it’s probably a good idea to get out 
of town for training camp. Of course, when the 
second-most prevalent opinion of your team— 
especially amongst players’ wives—is that it’s 
located in an ice-bound winter wasteland that 
doesn’t see the sun from October to March, that 
pre-season move probably shouldn't be to some- 
where even further north. So the Edmonton 
Oilers head office somehow decided that it makes 
perfect sense for the team to pack up and head to 
Yellowknife for their rookie camp. 

Let’s be clear about one thing here: even in 
the beginning of September, Yellowknife is 
a pretty shitty place to be. The three days the 
new Oilers spent there saw the temperature 
hover around 10C, and the team was in an old, 
cramped arena usually reserved for bantam 
teams. It really was a poor first impression to 
give to the rooks. Moreover, holding court in 
Yellowknife doesn’t exactly help the perception 
had by many a player’s wife—those of Chris 
Pronger, Peter Nedved and Michael Nylander 
among them—that it is the aforementioned 
land of ice and snow. 

The Oilers are desperately in need of a make- 
over in the eyes of the league’s free agents—they 
need to start seeming like a good team to play for 
instead of one of the worst. And instead of show- 
casing the city and what Edmonton has to offer, 
they chose to put their young recruits in one of 
the most remote and inconsequential cities in 
the country, probably damaging their reputation 


even more. 


The jaunt didn’t really serve any practical 
purpose for the Oil anyway. Sure, they man- 
aged to grab some media attention and earned 
the adulation of the Yellowknifers, but it’s not 
as if many of them will be willing to make the 
1500km drive to watch the Oilers play, especially 
in the winter. The team would have been better 
served,—from a marketing standpoint—to travel 
to Saskatoon and try to grab a bigger chunk of 
the 200 000 or so citizens there, the majority of 
whom don’t have a natural, geographic home 
team. It’s four-lane highway to Saskatoon, and 
those Skatchies don’t have anything better to do 
once the Riders’ season ends. Plus Saskatoon has 
plenty of retail options for the Oilers to stock 
their copper and blue merchandise. 


Let's be clear about one thing 
here: even in the beginning of 
September, Yellowknife is a 
pretty shitty place to be. The 
three days the new Oilers spent 
there saw the temperature 
hover around 10C, and the 
team was in an old, cramped 
arena usually reserved for 
bantam teams. 


Instead of using their training camp to boost 
the team’s reputation or financial position, 
the Oilers opted for the gimmicky choice of 
Yellowknife, instead of a more viable location 
like Red Deer, Saskatoon, or even Edmonton. 
This is already a high-revenue NHL team, but 
with the prospect of a new arena looming, a little 
more coin in the coffers would have been help- 
ful. Instead, Oilers brass got to freeze their asses 
off while they showed their rookies to a fan base 
that will have little impact on the team’s future, 
further damaging their reputation with the 
players in the process. 


Esks rotting from the top down 


SCOTT 
LILWALL 


here have been a lot of adjectives of vary- 
| ing colour and venom tossed around to 
describe the Edmonton Eskimo season 
thus far:“trainwreck” and “carwreck” are oft-re- 
peated in the sports sections of both the fournal 
and the Sun, and a frustrated friend of mine 
opted for the less-heard term “unexplained, 
spontaneous shit-plosion” to describe the Labour 
Day loss. But these epithets fail to accurately 
explain what is happening to a squad that two 
short years ago were Grey Cup champions. That’s 
because metaphors invoking planes, trains, and 
automobiles imply some sort of external cause, 
where the problems with the Esks are primarily 
an internal one: the football club has contracted 
a terminal illness. 

Whatever bug the hometown team has caught, 
the prognosis for the rest of the year isn’t exactly 
optimistic; with a dismal 3-6-1 record including 
a pair of recent losses to the rival Stampeders, 
there’s very little reason to think that Edmonton’s 
vitals are going to be getting any stronger any- 
time soon. The ailment that has a hold of the 
team is systemic, spreading to every aspect of 
the game: the once-proud Edmonton defense 
has atrophied, the offensive line is coughing up 
blood intermittently, and even the huddle seems 
to have a touch of gangrene. 

The point is that if there is to be any hope of 
recovery, a course of aggressive treatment needs 


to be taken. CFL fans discovered this week what 
Dr Danny Maciocia prescribes: sending sack- 
crazy Rahim Abdullah back home to Florida. The 
loud-mouthed, abrasive defensive end has been 
in hot water since introducing his knee to the 
neck of Stamps’ tailback Gerald Commissiong, 
an idiotic penalty that kept alive the Calgary 
drive that tied up the game last Friday—a game 
that the Esks eventually lost 20-17. 
Now, let me first say that I’m all for amputat- 
ing Abdullah. While he is an impressive player, 
his behaviour and conduct both on the field and 
off is nothing more than shameful. He’s got a 
problem controlling his temper—a disability 
that Calgary obviously was aware of and used 
to their advantage. But as a whole, getting rid of 
Abdullah is akin to lancing a boil from the foot 
of an Ebola patient: sure it’s an improvement, 
but it isn’t exactly the most pressing problem. 
And with the rash of stupid penalties taken by 
the likes of AJ Gass and Adam Braidwood, Dr 
Danny could spend the rest of the season doing 
cosmetic work while the rest of the team lingers 
on life support, without making any progress 
on curing the team. 
Abdullah’s lack of contro 
that has infected the team, it’s only a symptom. 
Throughout 2006 and into this year, Maciocia 
has had a long list of excuses for the team’s 
performance. And while injuries, weather and 
other external causes can plague a football 
team, the lack of discipline that the team has 
shown can be put squarely on the shoulders of 
the coaches. Canning Abdullah is nothing more 
than putting a band-aid on a flesh wound. The 
real cause is higher up in the team’s body, and 
Dr Danny should consider taking himself off 
the Eskimo case permanently. Physician, heal 


thyself. 


isn’t the disease 
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Barbecue! = 


To thank University of Alberta students, 
faculty and staff for their support, 
Coca-Cola invites you to a Barbecue! 


* while quantities last 


Quad 


* please Bring a 


monetary donation f5 ti 
Campus F ood ifs 


ever wonder why only Coca-Cola on campus? 

Coca-Cola has been the exclusive cold beverage supplier on campus for 
just over nine years. Through this joint agreement between the University, 
your Students’ Union and Coca-Cola, over $4 million has been 

generated and given back to the U of A campus! 


how do these funds reach students? 
+ funding bursaries and scholarships 


* supporting Graduate Studies’ special initiatives 


* sponsoring events such as Week of Welcome, United Way 
Sub Day and the Turkey Trot 


* supporting athletics and sport camps 
So, the next time you reach for your Coca-Cola, enjoy it 


\ 


knowing you are supporting these great programs on campus. 
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Attend a scholarship workshop for 
tips on applying to NSERC, SSHRC & CIHR 


© NSERC me 
CRSNG CIHR IRSC 
Tuesday 


Sept 11, 2007 
9:00-12:00 pm* 


Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada 


i+ 
Wednesday 
Sept 12, 2007 
9:00-11:00 am* 


Friday 
Sept 21, 2007 
9:00-12:00 pm* 


*9:00-11:00 — graduate scholarship session 
*11:00-12:00 — postdoctoral fellowship session (NSERC & SSHRC) 


—Sponsored by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca + tuesday, 11 september, 2007 
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Reztfest 
rocks 


PAUL BLINOV 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Listerites braved rainy weather, watery 
beer, and some seriously muddy shoes 
on Saturday night to ring in the school 
year right with Rezfest. 

Performers attending ranged 
from the untested to the local 
heroes. Hunter Valentine, a riot- 
grrl group, had the unfortunate 
luck of playing first during the 
rain, and as a result, the audi- 
ence was miniscule. However, the 
sun came out for Mother Mother, 
bringing with it a larger audience 
to bask in the Vancouver band’s 
drunken hoe-down rock. The 
Dudes were the perfect off-bal- 
ance, with the band assuring the 
crowd they’d drank plenty before 
taking the stage. 

Cadence Weapon almost 
the show: Rezfest’s first ever rapper 
worked the 
nicely, moving, flailing, and shout- 
ing with gusto. 

The audience continued to grow 
until Ten Second Epic took to the 
stage, at which time the campus 
5-0 began making constant trips 
into the audience to halt radical 
moshers from crushing their fellow 
residents. 


stole 


then-sizeable crowd 


Shoot Em Up does just that, nothing more 


filmreview 


Shoot 'Em Up 

Now Playing 

Written and Directed by Michael 
Davis 

Starring Clive Owen, Monica Bellucci, 
and Paul Giamatti 


TYSON DURST 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Imagine a live-action version of a Bugs 
Bunny / Elmer Fudd cartoon and mix in 
some steroids and crack, and you'll have 
a pretty good idea of what Shoot ‘Em 
Up is like—if the title didn’t already tip 
you off, that is. There’s actually a scene 
wherein dialogue is borrowed from 
those exact cartoons as some kind of 
bizarre homage to their slapstick sensi- 
bilities. But while Shoot ‘Em Up features 
some incredible stunts and action cho- 
reography, it’s doubtful that it will attain 
the classic timelessness of those legend- 
ary animated creations—although it 
may earn an award or two at the NRA 
People’s Choice Awards. 

Amidst the trigger-happy chaos, Clive 
Owen stars as a homeless man known 
only as John Smith, who happens to 
possess expert marksmanship skills and 
a love of carrots—whether he’s eating 
them or stabbing them into somebody’s 
face. When he helps a pregnant woman 
being pursued by a mob of gun-toting 
thugs led by a hitman (Paul Giamatti), 
he soon finds himself in charge of a 


newborn infant while simultaneously 
shooting anything with a heartbeat. 
Monica Bellucci is introduced as a lactat- 
ing hooker that Smith seeks out to help 
him, but her part seems to be written 
as if Bellucci was being punished for 
appearing in the Matrix sequels. 


It becomes increasingly 
clear that with this 
level of talent, a better 
script and better 
dialogue could have 
really elevated Shoot 
‘Em Up beyond a mere 
spectacle of amazing 
gunplay and stunt 


Of course, a lot of bad guys die in 
increasingly creative ways, some cheesy 
one-liners are delivered—they can’t all be 
good, or even decent, given that nearly 
the entire script is a tribute to one-liners— 
and a silly conspiracy plot is uncovered, 
along with some weak and laughable 
attempts at discussing America’s obses- 
sion with guns and gun control. 

It's worth pointing out that while 
Bellucci struggles to make the best of 
what she’s given, Clive Owen and Paul 
Giamatti don’t really fare much better. 
As the movie goes on, it becomes 


increasingly clear that with this level 
of talent, a better script, and better dia- 
logue could have really elevated Shoot 
Em Up beyond a mere spectacle of 
amazing gunplay and stunt wizardry. A 
lot of the campiness is probably inten- 
tional, but that would be a lot easier to 
ascertain if the movie could make up its 
mind about how serious or comical it’s 
supposed to be. 

Fortunately, the creativity behind the 
stunts and action sequences, border- 
ing on insanity, is the film’s salvation. 
While the formula of action scene, 
plot-revealing transition, action scene 
is highly predictable, this may be the 
first’ movie in which there’s been a 
gun battle combined with skydiving, 
a baby being delivered by a guy who’s 
simultaneously having a shootout, and 
aman taking outa slew of bad guys ina 
hail of bullets while continuing to have 
sex. And this doesn’t even include the 
obligatory car chase that pays tribute to 
Isaac Newton and the laws of inertia in 
yet another eye-popping stunt. 

As a whole, Shoot ’Em Up is as rid- 
dled with holes as the pile of bodies 
that accumulates during the film’s 
87 minutes, which might be a new 
record for brevity in an era of three- 
hour-plus blockbuster marathons. But 
since this is really a porno for guns in 
the same way that Transformers was 
a porno for robots, GM vehicles, and 
the US Air Force, most people prob- 
ably won’t mind or care because most 
people don’t watch pornos for plot, 
depth, or character development. 
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Stop music, in the name of music 


PAUL 
BLINOV 


Every Tuesday, the music indus- 
try rewards loyal fans with a fresh 
batch of shiny new discs from their 
favourite artists. Kanye West, 50 
Cent, Hot Hot Heat and The Go! 
Team all have releases today, for 
example, each costing the consumer 
a pretty penny—and that’s just the 
tip of this week’s wallet-sinking 
iceberg of releases. Thousands of 
CDs get released yearly, but how 
many of those could you really call 
original? 

Sure, argue that Kayne’s rhymes 
bring something fresh to the table, 
or that hiding behind the moniker 
of indie makes something unique; 
the truth is that most music these 
days is just 
come before—Justin Timberlake is 
derived from Michael Jackson; Amy 
Winehouse grabbed her — schtick 
from the Motown girls of the ’60s; 
Simple Plan is pure junior high talent 
show—quality or not, it’s basically 
just grabbing at what has already 
been done. 


a rehash of what’s 


What music needs is an old fash- 
ioned time out. A five-year cool- 
down period, during which nobody 
releases anything new. 

Sound crazy? Listen up: 
not advocating the end of music 
or touring, or setting piles of CDs 
ablaze in some self-righteous “fuck 
off” to recording artists. But if 
everyone could just take a break 
from releasing derivative crap, | 
think we’d all be better for it, art- 
ists included. 

Tt wouldn’t be that bad finan- 
cially: big-name artists could live 
off of their established fortunes, 
and most smaller bands make more 
money off of tours anyways—and 
they could always teach music les- 
sons to pay the bills. Record execs 
could take a hiatus into the regu- 
lar business/marketing world, and 


I’m 
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH Stop releasing music until you get your groove back. 


audio engineers could develop new 
technologies to better the quality of 
recordings. 

But back to music itself: without 
having to worry about making a 
release that pleases their record label 
or sells by the bucket, artists would 
begin to actually explore their music 
again and probably come up with 
something totally new and sexy. Two 
years is too short of a time span for 
any change to occur—that’s the aver- 
age waiting time between an artist’s 
albums—and ten years is too long. 
But in five years, something could 
actually happen to pull music out of 
the repetitive undertow it’s presently 
stuck in. 

Plus, fans would actually seek out 
quality older music instead of wait- 
ing for some young, sexy singer 
to make a certain style or era cool 


LIGHT AND SHADOWS After a long month of work , Tim Rechner and Craig Talbot finished their Morning Light exhibit. 


again. There’s an almost century- 
ong backlog of recorded music that 
doesn’t get the respect it deserves 
from new generations of music 
overs. Why waste everyone’s time 
and effort making mediocre new 
tunes when the old stuff crack- 
es with the excitement of having 
invented styles and genres? Stores 
ike HMV could dig into the back- 
catalogues and re-release ancient- 
but-deserving music to a new 
generation of fans. 

Is it really that crazy to have five 
years without new music? Nobody 
has even come close to to hearing 
everything that’s already available— 
you probably won't even look into 
five albums that get released today. 
So give music a chance by actually 
giving it a chance to figure out some- 
thing new. 


STEFFI ROSSKOPF 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


eat fresh- 


We are now accepting applications for Sandwich Artists 


¢ No experience necessary 

¢ Free Food 

¢ Up to $12/hr starting 

¢ Full time / Part time shifts available 

¢ Flexible Schedules 

¢ $1000 staff (shared) bonus every month 
¢ International students welcome! 


Apply at any of our 3 campus location; 
Students’ Union Bldg, HUB or Newton Place 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 


STUDENTS’ UNION ELECTIONS 


POLL CLERKS (20 POSITIONS) 


Work Part-Time on Voting Days (September 27 & 28) 
« Set up, Supervise, and take down Polling Stations 

« Paid Training Session 

« Wage: $8.00/Hour 


Application Deadline: Thursday, September 20 @ 17:00 


POLL CAPTAINS (3 POSITIONS) 

Work Part-Time September 24-28 

« Supervise Candidates & Enforce Election Regulations 
« Assist Poll Clerks on Voting Days 

« Paid Training Session 


e Wage: $9.00/Hour 
Application Deadline: Monday, September 17 @ 17:00 


a vote! 


ee www. are. ¥ 
Cop 


Applications Available from 2-900 SUB and online at 
WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/VOTE 


VVELCOME BACK! 


Voted the 
best 


Thai 
> o) Restaurant 
ee 


Dinner 


Mon.-Sat. Edmonton 


THE KING & I 
THAI CUISINE 


8208-107 Street 
433-2222 


ALL TUESDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 


Bring this coupon with your faculty or student 
1.D. and receive 20% off your bill. 
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Deferred maintenance costs still adding up 


After racking up over $650 million in maintenance costs, the University of Alberta will finally see some relief from the province 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


The University of Alberta is the oldest 
and largest postsecondary institution 
in the province—a distinction that 
comes with a high cost. 

The University currently has $656 
million 
costs—by far the largest tab in the 
province—and U of A Vice-President 
(Facilities and Operations) Don 
Hickey noted that that figure is likely 
understated. 

“We think it’s actually higher than 
that, given the inflation costs that 
have been going on, and some things 
aren't tracked in deferred mainte- 


in deferred maintenance 


nance by government, which would 
increase the need for dollars,” Hickey 
said. 

On 22 August, the Alberta gov- 
ernment announced it would invest 
$350 million towards the mainte- 
nance of over 100 schools, hospi- 
tals, postsecondary facilities, and 
local governments. Of this unbud- 
geted funding, $111 million has 
been earmarked for the Ministry of 
Advanced Education to cover major 
system upgrades. 

The University still hasn’t heard 
confirmation of how much of the 
funding they will be receiving, but 
Hickey said it’s estimated to be in the 
range of $40—50 million. 

“Obviously the amount we're going 
to get won't cover all the priorities, so 
we have to work with [the provincial 
government] to see which ones can be 
covered off,” Hickey said. 

U of A Students’ Union Vice- 
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KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


PUTREFYING POSTSECONDARY As the U of A's maintenance fees continue to rise, the government's current response may not address the issues adequately. 


President (External) Steven Dollansky 
noted that a significant portion of the 
buildings on campus were built before 
1960, before the University of Calgary 
even opened its doors. 

“Therefore, all these aging facilities 
need additional money and upkeep, 
and that’s not reflected in the operat- 
ing funding,” Dollansky explained. “If 
you look at our deferred maintenance 


bill, it’s over half of the [system-wide] 
total.” 

Dollansky added that while the 
forthcoming funding from the pro- 
vincial government will go towards 
alleviating pressures on 
building systems, it won't elimi- 
nate the need for increasing future 
endowments. 

“This funding will essentially slow 


critical 


Initial U-pass reactions primarily positive 


JENNIFER HUYGEN 
News Staff 


Initial feedback is positive after the 
implementation of the Universal Transit 
Pass (U-Pass) came into effect on 1 
September at the University of Alberta 
and Grant MacEwan campuses. 

As tens of thousands of students 
started classes last week for the fall 
semester, Edmonton Transit System 
(ETS) and the U of A sat on the edge 
of their seats in anticipation of how 
U-Pass ridership would fare initially. 
And ETS even apologized pre-emp- 
tively for problems accommodating 
the increased numbers. 

However, according to Don 
Hickey, Vice-President (Facilities and 
Operations), student response has 
been very supportive. 

“We're very pleased with the uptake 
[and] attitude of the students, [which 
has] been ofa very positive nature in 
which theyre embracing the U-Pass 
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and the benefits it’s going to give 
them.” 

Fourth-year Arts student Corinna 
Chow echoed Hickey’s sentiments, 
describing the U-Pass as a convenient 
alternative to the previous system. 

“Tthink it’s very handy, and it’s much 
cheaper than [paying] $54 a month,” 
Chow said. 

U of A students currently pay $75 
per term in fees for the U-Pass. It was 
approved by an 84 per cent of vote of 
students during of students the under- 
graduate referendum held on the issue 
last March, and 83 per cent during 
the graduate students’ referendum last 
February. 

According to Students’ Union VP 
(External) Steven Dollansky, the imple- 
mentation has been a huge success. 

“We have distributed in excess of 
26 000 stickers at this point,” Dollansky 
said via email. “Surprisingly, nearly 
8500 stickers were handed out before 
September first. As a result, the mass 


Comics on the Net... 


Ramin Ostad and Mike Smith travelled 
to Seattle to take in PAX, one of the 
largest gatherings of geeks on the planet. 
FEATURE, PAGES 12-13 


distribution centers have been able to 
distribute the remaining stickers with 
minimal wait times.” 

Mass distribution sites were set up 
by the One Card office around campus 
last week. After 7 September, stickers 
became available at Infolink booths in 
SUB, HUB, ETLC, and CAB. 

Despite the positive feedback, 
numerous concerns were voiced in the 
weeks preceding the start of classes as 
to how ETS would be able to handle 
the anticipated influx of transit users. 
As stated by Patricia Dickson, spokes- 
person for ETS, detailed measures 
have been put into place to facilitate 
the anticipated increase in ridership, 
including increased frequency of 
serice and the addition of new routes. 

“We have a comprehensive plan 
[...] to address the anticipated 
increase in [transit] service required 
by postsecondary students,” Dickson 
explained. 

PLEASE SEE U-PASS * PAGE 4 


the Tory building’s slide into the river 
bank—it’s not going to stop it. We're 
going to need significantly more 
funding before we see the problem go 
away,’ Dollansky said. “This is just a 
drop in the bucket, but it’s an essential 
drop in the bucket that can go towards 
critical safety concerns, and that is 
appreciated.” 

The provincial 


government’s 


annual report, Measuring Up, has 
reported that 90 per cent of post- 
secondary institutions in the proy- 
ince are in “good or fair physical 
condition.” 

However, Maurice Tougas, Alberta 
Liberal shadow critic for postsecond- 
ary education, questioned the rel- 
evance of the statistic. 

PLEASE SEE MAINTENANCE ® PAGE 2 
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DON'T CELL YOURSELF SHORT Current cellular phone networks and blanket 
Wi-Fi coverage aren't all that great, say University reasearchers. Story on page 4. 


.. and in the paper 


Mike Winters makes his return to the 
Gateway the only way he knows how: 
by offending our entire readership. 
COMICS, PAGE 23 
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Life, death, and prints that capture the in between 


Despite having vanished back to Poland, MFA printmaker Monika Niwelinskas (dis)appearance exhibit is still very visible 


artpreview 


(dis)appearance 
Runs until 22 September 
Fab Gallery 


PAUL BLINOV 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Whether you stop in FAB out of 
random chance, a genuine love of 
new artwork, or because you have 
15 minutes to kill, currently wan- 
dering through the gallery will yield 
an exhibit celebrating the temporary 
nature of all things. 

Entitled (dis)appearance, the print 
exhibit a collection of works by 
Monika Niwelinska, who recently 
received her MFA in printmaking. 
But should spectators find themselves 
truly inspired by a piece and feel like 
putting a personal word in to the 
artist herself, they'll unfortunately 
find themselves out of luck. 
“Monika’s [from] Krakow, Poland, 
and she recently got a job teaching ina 
college, so she had to return to Poland,” 


explains Liz Ingram, Niwelinska’s grad 
supervisor. “She’d been here for two 
years to do her MFA degree ... she fin- 
ished all the paperwork necessary after 
her exhibition opened, and then had to 
leave.” 

According to Ingram, (dis)appear- 
ance is Niwelinska exploration of the 
fragility of life through both natu- 
ral and man-made means. The cycle 
of appearance and disappearance in 
nature—life and death—as well as 


structures coming together and falling 
apart, all play into the exhibit. 

“[(dis)appearance] is very poi- 
gnant,” Ingram says. “For one thing, 
there’s a series called “Tsunami,” 
which deals with the photographs 
taken by a couple who were killed 
by the tsunami wave whose camera 
was recovered. Through the process 
of etching that Monika used, the 
photograph changed in nature— 
the process also deteriorates the 
image—and there’s a physical qual- 
ity to them that she really liked. 

“TAnother] series is from an old 
runway that’s being eaten away and 
destroyed and isn’t in use anymore in 
Krakow,” Ingram continues. “She went 
back to Poland to do a whole photo- 
graphic series of that location, which 
resulted in this body of work. She was 
really interested in this place because 
it was the only place in Krakow that 
reminded her of Edmonton.” 

After two years, Niwelinska had 
obviously grown comfortable living 
and working in Edmonton, but that 
didn’t come without its initial chal- 
lenges, such as living in a city where 
few people speak Polish. But despite 
the culutural obstacles, Niwelinska 
eventually started to draw on her tem- 
porary home for inspiration. 

“She went through a lot of difficul- 
ties in terms of cultural adjustment 
with language, and the whole environ- 
ment was so different for her,” Ingram 
notes. “But she was very attracted to 
our environment, and I think her 
work was very much influenced by 
the physical and social environments 
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ERINNE FENWICK 


NOW YOU SEE IT Monika Niwelinska’s MFA exhibit will remain up in FAB gallery, even though she’s left the country. 


here. She overcame a lot of [the] hard- 
ships that every foreign student prob- 
ably experiences.” 

A printmaker herself, Ingram found 
working at the graduate level to be a 
welcome experience, one that’s much 
different than working with under- 
grad students. Despite her role of 
supervisor, working with artists like 


Niwelinska teaches Ingram as much as 
they learn from her. 

“With an undergrad, you're also 
teaching a lot of the how-to, [but] 
with the graduate student, it’s really 
their proposal, their ideas, and tech- 
nically it’s their choice of medium,” 
she says. “You can help them some- 
times, suggest possible other things to 


investigate to bring an extra twist to 
the work, or express the idea better. 
But it’s the student, and the student 
will sometimes go for it and some- 
times react against suggestions. You 
expect that at the graduate level, but as 
a supervisor, what’s so exciting is that 
[I] learn a lot. It’s definitely learning in 
both directions.” 
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siteunseen 


www.vampire-church.com 


VICTOR VARGAS 


Claiming to be run by real vampires, 
he Vampire Church has been estab- 
ished to provide the immortal crea- 
ures of the night with a sanctuary to 
deal with their condition in peace, and 
o inform the public about the truth of 
being a vampire. The church's founder, 
Vampire Damien, realized that in order 
or vampires to survive in the modern 
world, they needed an organization to 
combat the propaganda of Hollywood. 
To this end, the church encourages and 
helps vampires find willing “donors” 
who are all too happy to give them a 
nibble of their neck. 

In addition to these services, the 
Vampire Church offers a wide array 
of activities and programs for the 
fledgling vampire in need, or the just 
plain curious human. Vampires have 
access to private forums, chat rooms, 
vampire help tips, and even a per- 
sonals section. And for us humans, 
the church offers a wide variety 
of sources about vampirism and a 
magazine you can educate yoursel 
with about why all vampires are no 
the evil bloodthirsty, emo-beings 
Hollywood portrays them to be. 

In fact, the Vampire Church doesn’ 
actually believe in the standard, 
Dracula-style blood-sucking vampire. 
Instead, the church has determined tha 
the vampiric condition comes in three 
other variants: in addition to fanged 
blood-drinkers, there are vampires tha 
continue their existence by feeding of 
of psychic energies, elemental ener- 
gies (like storms and water) and even 
sexual energy. 
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online magazine 


of the Vampire Church 


Then again, the church acknowl- 
edges that these are not the only 
beliefs out there and also admits 
that it’s competing against other 
vampire organizations. Among the 
competition are groups like the 
Coven and the Sanguinarium who 
compete with the Vampire Church 
for members and argue with each 
other about the nature of vampirism 
and the ethics of being a walking 
parasite. 

To the Vampire Church's credit, 
becoming a member of their church 
requires no paid fees. Any person 
can become a member by filling out 
a quick application form and making 
a vague commitment to participate 
in discussions. However, within 
Vampire Church, there exists the eli 
ruling class known as Associates. 

In order to be an Associate, the 
Vampire Church requires you to follow 
a very strict set of requirements. You 
must have been a regular member for 
a minimum of three months, commit 
to providing one hour of time per 
week to helping the church maintain 
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its Services, pass a rigorous interview 
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Special 


Save Up tO (sx 


5% 


on the best 
software! 


Adobe WACON 


Take advantage of special academic discounts on name brand software! 


Photoshop CS3 Ext. . $319.95 EndNote X1 Student. $109.95 
Intuos3 6x11 $357.95 FileMaker Pro9 . . . $199.95 
QuarkXPress 7 ... . $214.95 MindManager Pro 7. $155.95 
Office Pro 2007... .$239.95 Sibelius 5 $249.00 
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Child Abuse—and even 
goes out of its way to weed out 


urbed people to psychiatric 


Stan ACADEMIC 
saving) SUPERSTORE 


today! / Shop online or call: 1-866-871-6472 


www.AcademicSuperstore.ca/uoa 
Source code: A171 
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have convinced them- 
they are vampires, and 
st to refer these men- 


Above savings are based on US SRPs. 


Course 


Staris Wednesday Sept 19th 
(Dinner Included) 
2 Locations: 


Church on 99 
9910 Centre 
9910-67 AVE 

6:3309m 


U of ACampus 

SUB Basement 

Students Groups Lounge 
6:00om 


To register contact 
424-8724 or email 
darwin@churchon99.com 
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WAX MANNE 
SAY 


Godot,” Vladimir and 
Estragon spend most of 
their time, well, waiting 
for Godot to show up. 
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albumreview 


In the Samuel Beckett Wax Mannequin 
play “Waiting for Orchard & fre 
Infinite Heat 


“al KRISTINA DE GUZMAN 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Paul Blinov spends 
most of his term as 
Entertainment Editor 
waiting for David Bowie 
to call. 


Wax  Mannequin’s 


first time 


Listening to 
Orchard & Ire for the 


/ reminded me of how disappointed 
I felt when I saw Something’s Gotta 
Give a few years back. The opener 
of Wax Mannequin’s fourth release, 
“Animals Jump,” instantly caught my 
interest, just as the part in the film’s 
trailer where Jack Nicholson’s charac- 
ter, Harry, quickly averts his eyes after 
accidentally having seen the mother 
of his current—and much younger— 
girlfriend naked made me laugh. 


But in the meantime, 
he'll hook you up 
with some other 
sweet interviews an 
entertainment 


by the Gateway office 
at 5pm-on any given 
Thursday. Paul will be 
there, waiting for 
Bowie : 


“Animals Jump” is a hybrid of 
genres as Wax’s rough vocals, which 
become operatic as the song pro- 
gresses, float on a buoyant melody. 

However, the rest of Orchard & Ire 
was about as satisfying as watching 
Something's Gotta Give in its entirety. 
There are some really good moments 
on the record, just as there were a hand- 
ful of amusing scenes in the film. But 
unfortunately, listening to what seemed 
like an over-saturation of heavy guitars 
and raspy vocals on the disc became just 


albumreview 


Torngat 
You Could Be 
Alien8 Recordings 


KEVIN CHARLTON 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


| When you get an album from a band 
| that trumpets its use of instruments 
J such as a wurlitzer, a BBQ grill, anda 
toy xylophone on the back cover, you 
really don’t know what to expect. You 
Could Beis the first full-length album 
from Torngat, an orchestral franco- 
phone-trio that hails from Montreal. 
The unusual-instrument-filled album 
possesses a happy-go-lucky feel, like 
something you'd hear in the movie 
Amélie. 

Throughout You Could Be, it’s 


STUDIO 


THEATRE 
PRESENTS 


obvious that all three members are 
very musically competent with any 
of the instruments that they choose 
to play. And as strange as those 
instruments might have sounded on 
their own, Torngat pulls them all 
together into something coherent 
that’s just magical. Their mellow, 
flowing sound makes you want to lie 
on your back and watch the clouds 
float on by. 

“Suite a) Steps to a Lively Dance” 
is a very energetic tune and is the 


albumreview 


Usra Leedham 
The Architect's Wound 
Bad Reputation 


ALEXANDER WITT 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


There is something heartwarming 
about authentic,  straight-from-the- 
heart music. Singer-songwriter Ursa 
Leedham’s latest album, The Architect’s 
Wound, is a personal composition 
in which each element of the song— 
the vocals, the accompaniment, the 
thythm—all emanate from one spirit. 
She impresses with her voice’s tremen- 
dous range and alongside her piano 
and organ, creates an unusual genre 
of music that her own label “unclas- 
sifies:” something between new age 
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and international, with house and soul 
influences to boot. 

It seems that Usra Leedham has 
decided to chart her own course 
through the wilds of musical style, 
but with “Something for Nothing’—a 
song of unrequited, resentful love—one 
hopes that she has found her way in the 
romantic world. It’s a soulful, rhythmic, 
and bitterly accented ballad of unre- 
quited love. Meanwhile, “It’s Not for 
You’ is a nearly ten-minute-long explo- 
ration of both a relationship in progress 


albumreview 


Cry of the Afflicted 


The Unveiling 
Solid State Records 


Wee VANESSA HORNE 
ts Arts & Entertainment Writer 


The Unveiling is the third album 
released by Kelowna band Cry of the 
Afflicted. Though the album gets off'toa 
screamy start, some of its songs include 
decent harmonizing, but coupled with 
gratuitous use of power chords, The 
Unveiling makes for a grating listen. 
Despite its emo title, “A Scar-Filled 
Sky” was the easiest on the ears, 
with a decent set of harmonies and 
a break from the abrasive guitar that 
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runs rampant elsewhere. It also seems 
to be similar in style to fellow band 
Anberlin, whom Cry of the Afflicted 
thank in their liner notes—not a great 
showing their own originality, how- 
ever. 

“Self-Defiance’ wins for having 
the whinyist lyrics—lines like “Save 
me from myself, selfish distraction / 
I’ve led myself astray for what? / For 
comfort? / There is no comfort here” 


about as exhausting as watching Harry 
attempt to walk up a very long staircase. 

With an attention-grabbing trailer 
and acting greats Nicholsonand Dianne 
Keaton, I wanted to like Something's 
Gotta Give. And with a great open- 
ing song and Wax Mannequin’s great 
past work such as “Message from the 
Queen” on previous record The Price, 
I wanted to like this record. Listening 
to it the second and third time, how- 
ever, made me notice things I hadn't 
before—like the cool ending in “Price 
Paid” that sounds like a mix of carni- 
val music and video game effects or 
the Johnny Cash-like acoustic tune of 
“Almost Everyone.” 

Unlike Something’s Gotta Give, 
where the juvenile approach to a 
potentially interesting story leaves 
something to be desired in its execu- 
tion, Orchard & Ire eventually reveals 
that it lives up to the complexity of its 
first track. 


ongest of the trio of “suites.” The 
second, “Suite b) Chorale,” feels 
much darker and quieter, as if a 
problem was arising to disrupt the 
happiness of the first suite. The final 
of the three, “Suite c) LOcéan, La 
Nuit” returns to the energy of the 
first, as if overcoming the darkness 
of the middle suite. It’s not nearly 
as upbeat as the “Steps to a Lively 
Dance,” but instead focuses on a very 
mellow tune with the french horn 
melody being backed by string and 


electric instruments. 


Torngat aren’t afraid of trying differ- 
ent combinations with their affected 
french horn melodies and modal 
keyboards—it’s these strange combi- 
nations that allow their music to take 
ona diverse and unique life of its own. 
You Could Be is a pleasant surprise of 
a debut, and shows that Torngat have 
more room to experiment even fur- 
ther and surprise again in the future. 


and Leedham’s amazing vocal range. 

On the whole, Leedham’s music lies 
somewhere outside of the traditional 
melody/chorus dichotomy, and at 
times she assuredly casts off her clas- 
sical vocal training to sing in this other 
soulful manner—even if her voice 
becomes one of such rich emotion that 
the lyrics themselves aren’t ennunci- 
ated. From her opener “It Has Been 
Said,” she may seem to be singing in 
another language—and with her on a 
French label, one can never tell. 

But this lack of lyrical emphasis 
works well in Leedham’s case: a post- 
modern and self-aware artist shouldn’t 
constrain herself to singing simplistic 
lyrics for their own merit when, as a 
whole, her music ensemble is so full 
of potential. This may not be a world- 
shaking album, but keep your eye out 
for Usra in the future. She may yet 
become another of our nation’s well- 
known artistic treasures. 


give rise to mental images of an asym- 
metrical haircut and skinny jeans. 

Interestingly enough, in amongst 
the loud guitar and intense drum- 
ming, there seems to be a Christian 
vibe. The lyrics “Grow your mes- 
sage here / And let it burn across 
my heart / This message a fire 
that grows / You've etched across 
my heart” along with liner notes 
thanking Jesus Christ expose some 
Christian rock roots. 

The Unveiling isn’t all bad, though 
not particularly creative or new in 
the world of post-hardcore music. 
Those who are fans of Rise Against 
or Linkin Park will likely enjoy this 
album, but with this album, Cry 
of the Afflicted will probably find 
themselves unable to convince new- 
comers that screaming qualifies as 
vocals. 
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PAIR BOND by Mike Winters 


SiX% hours later 


MAN VS NATURE by Conal Pierse 


In an effort to promote 
bilingualism, the 
following comic will 
be presented in French 


MOMENTS WITH MICHAEL by Gateway Staff 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place a classified ad, please go to 
www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


1 block to U of A. Newly renovated 4 bedroom 
basement with kitchen, bath, 5 appliances, 
parking, partially furnished. Available 15 Sept. 
$2200 + utilities. 237-5086. 


FOR SALE 


Good quality furniture, tables and chairs, 
bookshelves, lamps, Victorian drawer chest, 
1940 dresser, steamer trunk, bookshelves, 
4A-drawer filing cabinets. Woodworking tools 
& bench. Classics and other books. Enquire: 
Jennie 433-2932. Also garage sale Friday 14 
Sept 3-7, Sat 15 Sept 9-3. 


WANTED 


Students interested in graduating debt free! 
Exciting, fun, rewarding part-time efforts 
pay you full-time. Learn and earn! www. 
goldteamnetwork.usana.com 


SERVICES 


Oncampus guitar instruction. Now booking 
for fall lessons. www.equavemusic.com 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


American Sign Language Class Level One, 
non-credit course, begins 20 September, 
2007 for twelve weeks: Thursdays, 6:30- 
9:30 pm, $125. Contact Specialized Support 
and Disability Services, U of A, 492-338), 
2-800 SUB for registration. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Wine and beer making supplies store requires 
sales help Flex hours, decent wage, exp 
asset but not necessary. Bring resumé 
5718 111 St Edmonton. 


itchen help needed at the Upper Crust 
Cafe and Caterers.PT or FT. Close to 
campus. We can be flexible around your 
schedule. No Sundays or long weekends. 
Fax resumé to 436-8942 or in person 
afternoons 10909-86 Ave. 

The Creperie Restaurant Requires part- 
ime hostess/host two to three nights a 
week. 4:30-10.00pm $8.50 Plus Gratuites 
Please fax resumé 4265020 Email kuhnel@ 
elus.net Tel. 4206656 Downtown 10220- 
03 Street 


Catering Delivery driver needed for Upper 
Crust. Must be available 1O0am-2pm. Neat 
in appearance. Clean Driving record. Free 
unch when on shift. Apply by fax 436- 
8942 or in person afternoons 10909-86 
Ave. 
Weekend part-time (32 hours/month) 
Personal care aide needed for F Quad, 
ocated by Coliseum, $12-15/hr. Call Lisa 
CRAPS) 425-5450 
Part-time Receptionist required at River 
Valley Health. Uliversity area sports 
chiropractic clinic looking for energetic 
individual to fill immediate opening. 


rainbowvalley.guides@hotmail.com 
or 435-5068 for info. Come join the fun! 
Gotan hour? Bean In-School Mentor! Read. 
Write in a journal. Explore computers. Play 
in the gym. Enjoy arts and crafts. We have 
over 50 elementary schools to choose from 
in Edmonton and area. Call Big Brothers 
Big Sisters at 424-8181 or visit us online at 
www.bbbsedmonton.org. 


Volunteer Assistant for Kids Karate Club, 
ages 6-12. One hour/week Thursdays 
Apm, two blocks from UofA Campus. 2+ 
years experience in a Martial Art. Email 
WPKKC_Sensei@hotmail.com or phone 
Gordon at 492-9930 weekdays. 


Volunteer with Safewalk! Safewalk is a 
Students’ Union run service that walks 
people on and around campus at night. 
We look for friendly, energetic, and fun 
volunteers. Volunteer shifts are flexible, 
and can be chosen on a week to week 
basis according to the time and day that 
works best for you. Visit www.su.ualberta. 
ca/safewalk for more information and 
volunteer applications. The volunteer 
application deadline is September 26th. 
Happy September! 


PERSONALS 
Single in the city? Try speed dating with 
Eight Minute Date on 11 Sept at the 
Fluid Lounge. Age groups: 27-40 and 
42-53. Register at 457-8535 or www. 
eightminutedate.ca. 


PARKING 


Parking spot avail. one block from east 
side of campus $400 for 12 months. 
708-6631 


solution, tips and computer 
programs at www.sudoku.com 
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NEXT ISSUE 


Gateway News editors 

Natalie Climenhaga and 

Ryan Heise both got stabbed 

in the arm recently, and now 
they want to tell you all about it. 


row your future 


What makes a leader? How about someone like you. 


Shell is a leader in developing new technologies to help find, extract and 
deliver energy solutions in a socially and environmentally responsible way. 
With our innovative team of tenacious problem-solvers, we're ready to 
continue leading the way into the future and meet some of the world’s 
biggest energy challenges. 


To help get us there, we're looking for motivated creative thinkers who 
are interested in a career that is more than just a job. It’s a relationship 
that begins by being part of a team where new employees learn from 

the experts, and become experts themselves. 


Our competitive compensation and valuable learning and development 


opportunities are designed to attract the best. We offer a safe work 
environment, and promote diversity, ethics and personal responsibility 
as key pillars of our business principles. 


Position offers campus location, flexible 
ours and competitive wages. Applicant 
must possess excellent communication 
and customer service skills. Phys Ed, 
inesiology or Physiology background 
and previous reception experience are 
assets. Applicants must be available for 
morning and weekend shifts and summer 
employment. Email cover letter, resumé 
and hours of availability to kristens@ 
rivervalleyhealth.com. 


Be a basketball referee: Earn cash every 
Sat. Website: www.theeboa.com or 988- 
4851 Clinic: 28-29 Sept. Great reference 
and job experience. 


McKee Out-of-School Care seeking part- 
time help to work with children 6 to 12 
years of age. Part-time shifts are from 3 to 
6pm. Close to University. Great experience 
for those in Ed., Recreation or similiar 
programs. Reply with resumé by email to 
dsczebel@hotmail.com. 


This is the perfect job for you! If you are 
looking for a job that will work around 
your class schedule, and study times and 
pay you an hour you need to apply today. 
A Cappella Catering is now hiring for all 
service staff. We offer flexible schedules, 
bonuses and a great wage. Come join the 
many U of A Students already employed by 
A Cappella today! We are looking for full 
and part time. Apply to kim@acappella. 
ab.ca 


We're poised for tremendous growth. And with 
tremendous growth comes tremendous opportunities. 
Check out opportunities at shell.ca/careers 


Male quadriplegic requires live-in aide 
alternate weekends. Driver's license 
required, will train. Lots of free time to study. 
469-0603 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Volunteers needed 2-3 hrs/wk to teach 
English as a second language to adult 
newcomers to Canada. No experience 
necessary. Ongoing training provided. 
Great opportunity to meet students from 
around the globe. Contact Jason at CCI- 
LEX, 944-0792. jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca. 


Girl Guide Leaders desperately needed 
NOW. Must be female and 18+. Contact 


Shell is an equal opportunity employer and invites 
women, visible minorities, persons with disabilities 
and Aboriginal persons to apply. 
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MAINTENANCE * CONTINUED FROM PAGE1 

“You should really be questioning 
what ‘fair’ in particular means— 
nothing’s actually crumbling down, 
but buildings still need a lot of work 
under that definition,” Tougas said 
via email. “It is a simple move by 
the government to hide problems 
behind an innocuous-sounding 
category.” 

Tougas blames provincial cutbacks 
to public services under Tory leader- 
ship for the $1.2 billion in deferred 
maintenance costs Alberta’s postsec- 
ondary system has incurred. 

“When those institutions don’t get 
enough maintenance money, they will 
take money from their base operating 
funds to cover the gaps and make the 
desperately needed repairs. As a result, 
students and teaching staff—the rea- 
sons to have a university or college in 
the first place—are unfairly impacted,” 
Tougas said. 


NEWS BRIEF 


by Natalie Climenhaga 
Senior News Editor 


SHINEARAMA SHINES THROUGHA 
STORMY SATURDAY 

Shining shoes may not be the most 
glamorous way to spend a Saturday, 
but for the 600 volunteers who signed 
up for this year’s University of Alberta 
Shinerama, the activity was worth get- 
ting up at 7am for. 

Shinerama is Canada’s largest post- 
secondary fundraiser. It started in 
Ontario in 1964 and has since grown to 
be a national campaign involving almost 
60 universities and colleges across the 
country. Participants spent the day shin- 
ing shoes around Edmonton and raising 
money for the Canadian Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation (CCFF). 

Cystic fibrosis is an inherited chronic 
disease that affects the lungs and 
digestive system. It's also the most 
cl 
a 
a 


ommon—and fatal—genetic disease 
fecting Canadian children and young 


This year, U of A shoe-shiners raised 
around $13 500—with the top group 
(a group of medicine students from the 
class of 20T)) raising $1180.20. 

Campaign Director Phil Bach explained 
that every year there is a spot on each 
Faculty of Medicine class council for the 
Shinerama organizer. However, partici- 
pants come from all faculties with a large 
contingent coming from Lister. 
“Il did it for the first time last year and 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Cody Civiero 


ATLEASTIT WAS AFAREFIGHT 

At Tlpm on 5 September, two cab driv- 
ers engaged in a heated argument and 
threatened one another outside of Lister 
Hall. One of the drivers then picked up a 
fare and left the area. CSS contacted the 
cab company and spoke to a supervisor 
in order to ensure that the drivers get 
along in the future. 


DESPERATE DUDE NEEDS DATE 

On 6 September at around 2pm, a 
female student reported that a male 
approached her outside of the student 
lounge on the second floor at the Pavilion 
McMahon. He started up a casual con- 
versation and was very inquisitive about 
her life. He followed her and insisted 
that he have coffee with her, even after 
she declined several times. He also told 


At other postsecondary institutions in 
the province, there is no news as to when 
the $111 million will become available. 

“The only news that we have is 
the same as the press release that was 
released. Other than that, we haven't 
had any indication,’ University of 
Lethbridge Vice-President (Finance and 
Administration) Nancy Walker said. 

Walker noted that the U of L has 
about $82 million in deferred mainte- 
nance costs, and that that figure would 
likely reach upwards of $113 million 
over the next several years. 

“T’s wonderful that they have set 
aside some money ... and recognized 
that there is a deferred maintenance 
issue, so we're pleased about that, but 
it really is a huge problem that we 
need to start tackling,” Walker said. 

While cheques have yet to be pre- 
sented, Hickey is hopeful this funding 
announcement is an indication that 


the provincial government has taken 
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Maintenance funds not yet released | STREETERS 


notice of the pressures facing Alberta’s 
postsecondary institutions. 

“We would hope this is an outcome 
of our ten-year deferred maintenance 
plan that we sent to government 
about both the needs and the dollars 
required over a ten-year period to get 
our buildings all up into first-class 
quality,” Hickey said. 

However, Minister of Advanced 
Education and Technology Doug 
Horner said that dwelling on figures 
was counterproductive, and said he 
would rather focus on what he con- 
siders to be the larger picture. 

“T get a little bit frustrated. Even my 
department and postsecondaries and 
some of the folks, we get all tied up 
in, “Well, is it 90 per cent, is it $700 
million, is it $100 million, is it $200 
million?” Horner said. 

“What do you need to make sure 
that our kids get a quality education, 
[and] that the roof doesn’t leak?” 


COURTESY OF ALAN DAVIES 


WAKE UP CALL Shinarama volunteers raising the awareness of Cystic Fibrosis. 


it was actually a super-fun event. | don’t 
hink there are that many events where 
you get this number of university stu- 
dents and spread out all over the city 
rying to raise money for such a good 
cause,” Bach said. 

Before heading out, participants reg- 
istered in groups of three to five, and 
eceived shiner kits, free T-shirts, and a 
complementary pancake breakfast. 
Tessi Flood (first-year Nursing), 


another person that he was in no way 
affiliated with the U of A, but he held 
several degrees, including a Masters. 
This apparently failed to impress his 
crush. The campus creeper is described 
as in his mid-30s, 5'7", with dark skin, 
short, brown hair, a thick accent, a heavy 
build, and thick eyebrows. 


GOTTAHATE THOSELATE FEES 

At 11:30am on 8 September, a man was 
acting belligerently and verbally abusive 
towards library staff. After CSS offi- 
cers physically removed him from the 
building, he unsuccessfully attempted 
to charge back in. The man, who had 
no current University affiliation, was 
escorted off campus and charged with 
trespassing. 


o 


PULLUP, PARK IT, PASS OUT 

At 12:30am on 9 September, CSS 
responded to the area of 100 Street 
and 90 Avenue after a vehicle was 
seen parking on the street. A con- 
cerned citizen notified — authori- 
ties after being unable to wake 
the driver. The 55-year old female 


elsey Dougall (first-year Engineering), 
icole Hogan (second-year Physical 
Education), and Janet Lee (first-yea 
Science) from Henday credited thei 
oor coordinator with getting them 
excited about the event and added tha 
istening to Megan Milne speak Saturday 
morning about her personal experi- 
ences with cystic fibrosis had educated 
hem about the disease and reaffirmed 
he importance of the event. 


driver was issued a 24-hour driving 
suspension after she appeared to be 
under the influence of alcohol. 


WHATIS THIS, THUNDERDOME? 

On 9 September at 3am, a suspicious 
male was reported to be causing a dis- 
turbance in the lobby of Lister Hall. He 
was described as being shirtless and 
attempting to pick fights with students. 
CSS attended the area and located the 
male, who was intoxicated and had no 
University affiliation. He was found to 
have an outstanding warrant for his 
arrest, and he was turned over to the cus- 
tody of Edmonton Police Service. 


DEALOR NODEAL? 
A 8:45pm on 9 September, CSS was 
notified that a male was attempt- 
ing to sell drugs outside of HUB. The 
suspect was located and taken into 
custody after it was determined that 
he had an outstanding warrant for his 
arrest. A large quantity of pills and a 
weapon were found in his possession. 
He is currently facing charges for both 
offences. 


Compiled and photographed by 
Natalie Climenhaga and Ryan Heise 


The University of Alberta has 
a staggering $656 million in 
deferred maintenance costs. 


What building on 
campus do you think 
needs the most work 
and why? 


Bonnie Topp 
Science V 


Bio Sci because it’s a depressing dungeon 
and nothing works. 


Rory Kucera 
Phys Ed IV 


Maybe the older buildings; Van Vliet 
needs some maintenance. Some of the 
residences probably because they've 
been around for so now, as well as HUB. 


) David 
Beauparlant 
Science V 


Finish fixing the Medical Science Building. 
All the hallways are all screwed up; there 
are boards everywhere. 


= + r Sheldon Tibbs 


The Phys Ed building. A lot of the time the 
Butterdome leaks. Also [if there was the 
money, I'd] buy some new equipment 
for the equipment room because all the 
equipment is old and just garbage. It falls 
apart; breaks all the time; it’s like from the 
‘70s; it's bad. 


Jessica Radloff 
Arts ll 


Well | like the libraries so as much money 
as you can put into the libraries, because 
that's what I’m into. | want to be a librar- 
ian, so my favourite library is that Bruce 
Peel library in Rutherford and | don’t think 
many people know about it really, [and] 
it’s a beautiful library, and if the rest of the 
libraries could look like it, I'd be happy. 
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Mason kicks off campaign on campus 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Provincial NDP Opposition Leader 
Brian Mason was on campus last 
Thursday to launch his party’s fall 
pre-election campaign. Mason said 
he expects an election to be held in 
November, and will be spending 
the next two months touring the 
province. After meeting with the 
Students’ Union executive, Mason 
stopped by the Gateway office to 
answer some questions. 


Why did you choose to include a 
stop at the University of Alberta 
on the first day of your provincial 
tour? 


“First of all, education is a pri- 
mary concern to us—we always 
have made it a priority. The second 
reason is the housing situation. This 
is a serious problem [that affects] 
people right across the province, 
but it particularly affects students at 
this time looking for a place to live. 
And the third reason has to do with 
the environment. Youth, as rep- 
resented in the University, are the 
people who are going to have to live 
in the world that we are messing up 
right now. We have a major policy 
proposal around a green future for 
the province of Alberta, and we 
think that this is a good place to talk 
about that.” 


Students are notorious for their 
low voter turnout. What can be 
done to combat this? 


“T think that sometimes politics is 
seen as remote and not really influ- 
encing people’s lives, and I know 
that the anti-globalization move- 
ment has sometimes fallen into the 
trap of saying that politics doesn’t 
matter anymore because all the deci- 
sions are made globally by large cor- 
porations and the structures that are 
set up under free trade and so on. 
But I don’t think that’s correct. The 
decisions that are being made by the 
provincial government today will 
have a profound impact on the lives 
of young people and we all need to 
work to raise the awareness of that 
fact.” 


There's currently a critical short- 
age of affordable housing in the 
province, and this has a direct 
impact on students. What solu- 
tions do you propose for this 
problem? 


“We proposed a year ago that the 
province establish a ministry of 
housing responsible for coordina- 
tion of all aspects of policy relating 
to housing, and we think that there 
needs to be funding for emergency 
housing. 

The second thing is a housing pro- 
gram of a broader nature so that we 
ensure that there are different types 
of housing and that the housing 
supply is managed so that rents can 
stay affordable. 

It’s really a question of match- 
ing the supply to meet the demand. 
Things like non-profit housing, 
cooperative housing, municipal 
housing, residences for universi- 
ties, and so on are all part of that, 
and we just met with some of [the] 
people from your Students’ Union 
Executive, [and] they talked about a 
proposal that they had made in con- 
junction with the University and 
the Graduate Students’ Associations 
for 2000 units of student housing, 


and we're certainly supportive of 
that. 

The third thing is that we 
believe the province should get 
back in the business of land bank- 
ing and assembling land which 
can be turned over to municipali- 
ties so that there is a ready supply 
of land for new housing subdi- 
visions. This will assist with the 
single-family housing market and 
make sure that municipalities are 
in a position to bring on enough 
single-family homes to meet the 
demand. 

The fourth thing is the whole 
question of rent regulation. We 
would bring in a temporary pro- 
gram to set guidelines on how 
much landlords can increase the 
rent and [the maximum] would be 
the Consumer Price Index for the 
previous year plus two per cent. 
That would not apply to new hous- 
ing construction or new apart- 
ment construction, because we 
don’t want to inhibit decisions by 
builders to build new housing, but 
it would apply to existing rental 
accommodation. And would be in 
place until balance is restored in 
the housing market.” 


The University of Alberta has 
begun to promote green initia- 
tives on campus. What do you 
think should be done to ensure 
that postsecondary institutions 
uphold environmentally friendly 
practices? 


“One of the things that we're talk- 
ing about in our tour is our green 
energy plan. It’s a plan to secure 
additional funding by getting a 
fair share for our royalty revenue 
on our oil and gas and using that 
money to build a large fund over 
a period of ten years that would 
be used to finance green energy 
initiatives.” 


What do you consider more effec- 
tive: universal programs such as 
tuition freezes, or need-based 
funding for things like grants—and 
why? 


“Well Tm not sure its an 
either/or situation. But I do know 
that tuition fees are far too high in 
this province. They should be based 


MIKE OTTO 
LIFE OF BRIAN The NDP's leader came by the U of A campus to talk PSE. 


on what a typical student might be 
able to earn in the summer. Tuition 
needs to be a manageable amount 
that students can afford, but it’s 
only one of their costs. Often their 
biggest cost is housing, and then 
there is food and transportation, 
and there is entertainment and all 
of those things are important to 
ensuring that students can afford to 
come to university or go to college 
or technical institutions. 

The important thing is that the 
debt that students incur to go to 
university is not a disincentive to 
them actually attending Because 
if it is—and I think it is—then 
youre going to have students from 
high-income backgrounds over-rep- 
resented at universities and students 
from low-income _ backgrounds 
under-represented. And that’s exactly 
the situation we now have.” 


How do you plan to take advantage 
oftherecentdipsin the Progressive 
Conservative's ratings? 


“What we want to do is get our 
ideas before Albertans and engage 
in conversations with Albertans 
and show them what we offer. We 
believe that they'll be responsive. 
For example, both the [PC] and the 
Liberal parties take a lot of money 
from big oil companies and other 
corporations, and this affects their 
policies—this affects what they 
stand for—and it comes down to 
[a] choice of doing something in 
the interest of middle-class fami- 
lies, or students, or seniors on the 
one hand, or a big oil company 
on the other hand. Who will they 
choose? They're conflicted because 
of their source of campaign funds, 
so what’s important for us is to get 
the message out that Alberta’s NDP 
is on people’s side. We're on your 
side. And the other political parties 
are not; they cannot be because of 
where they choose to raise their 
campaign money.” 


You have five minutes to write a 
haiku on why the NDP is the right 
party in Alberta for students to 
support. 


The future is green 
Education is our key 
Please vote NDP 
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Wi-Fi voice networks remain a pipe dream | Distribution 


VICTOR VARGAS 


Assistant Professor Hai Jiang of the 
University of Alberta’s Electrical and 
Computer Engineering department has 
tested an innovative way to improve 
the quality of voice communications 
over wireless ad hoc networks. 

According to Jiang, the problem 
with voice communications that 
attempt to use a Wi-Fi network is 
that they can suffer from disruptions. 
Normally, delays and interruptions 
in these networks aren’t enough to 
affect activities like Internet surfing; 
however, because the human ear can 
detect choppiness in a voice transmis- 
sion with interruptions, small events 
like someone moving a computer or 
a wireless network reconfiguring itself 
can disrupt transmissions. 

To combat this, Jiang and his fellow 
researchers have been simulating 
a system where several low-power 
probes are sent from a caller’s phone 
to test the strength of each potential 
connection. When one connection 


Peter Mansbridge is 
widely regarded as the 
greatest reporter of all 
time. In fact, the plethora 
of accomplished reporters 
who got their start at the 


Gateway is staggering. 


LITTLE-KNOWN FACT: 
Horatio, his first 
personal head buffer, 
is still kicking 

around. our office. 


You too can get your 
start doing some 
reporting for the 

Gateway—and with 
some luck, your own 
personal man-servant. 


Meetings Fridays 
at 3pm in SUB 3-04 
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Making baldness sexy since 1910 


begins to degrade in quality, new 
probes are immediately sent to find 
another path in the network. Jiang 
believes this will improve the qual- 
ity of Internet communications, 
although he noted that there’s still a 
difference between Wi-Fi and cellu- 
lar phone networks. 

“Cellphone networks [are] personal 
communication—you carry your cell- 
phone with you. And when you move, 
you can make a call anywhere.” Jiang 
said, noting that Internet voice com- 
munications would still be relegated 
to places like offices and conferences. 

That’s because while this system 
would likely work on a small scale, 
using them on a large, city-wide grid 
could be problematic. 

According to Nathan Palovcik of 
Nerv Communications, “The idea— 
like communism—is a noble one. 
in practice there are a 
number of factors that make it com- 
pletely unfeasible and impractical.” 

Palovcik said that cellular networks 
are purpose-built to deliver voice 
communication, whereas Wi-Fi isn’t 


However ... 


built to handle heavy-duty voice trans- 
missions. The problem is that each 
wireless router competes for attention 
randomly rather than equally, caus- 
ing routers to choke up when stressed 


with high traffic levels. 


“The idea—like 
communism—is a 
noble one. However... 
in practice there are a 
number of factors that 
make it completely 
unfeasible and 
impractical.” 


NATHAN PALOVCIK 
NERV COMMUNICATIONS 


“Tf an [internet connection] is suf- 
ficiently fast and has low latency, 
voice communication becomes quite 
reliable because it only requires a 
fixed bandwidth. However, if you 


pipe hundreds or perhaps thousands 
of voice calls simultaneously through 
that series of tubes, your Internet 
tubes get clogged quite readily,” 
Palovcik explained. 

Another obstacle for marrying cellu- 
lar and ad hoc networks is that it would 
require a Wi-Fi network the size of'a city. 
However, Jiang and Palovcik both warn 
that a network of that size is problem- 
atic, and not the wave of the future. 

Both believe that Wi-Fi, on the 
scale of a city, will encounter scal- 
ability issues as the distance becomes 
greater. They think that even with 
iang’s innovative solution, guaran- 
teeing voice quality over large dis- 
tances is difficult. This has already 
been shown in the cities that have 
tried them: Chicago recently pulled 
out of its wireless internet plan 
because of these problems, as well as 
the system’s high cost. 

“Simply put, you cannot replace bil- 
ions of dollars and years of R&D with 
$50 boxes from Future Shop and expect 
it to be reliable or to scale to the same 


evel,” Palovcik said. 
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goes smoothly 


“That includes adding service to 
existing routes that go to both the 
University and Grant MacEwan cam- 
puses, and we’ve also built new routes 
to provide service to both campuses.” 

Dollansky cited the need to monitor 
transit patterns in the immediate future. 

“The SU is aware [that overcrowd- 
ing] is a prospective concern and is 
working with the transit authorities to 
correct any problems as quick[ly] as 
possible,” he said. 

For now, the atmosphere remains 
positive. 

Dickson reiterated that any success 
the U-Pass deserves is due to the com- 
bined efforts of all groups involved, 
including ETS, the SU, the GSA, 
University Administration, and the 
One Card office. 

“The U-Pass for us is a true working 
partnership,” Dickson said. “We have 
been really pleased with the efforts 
of all partners [who have worked] to 
make this a viable option for students.” 
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Reading a gendered aftair—study 


Differences in reading levels between boys and girls has more to do with 
reading interests and different media than straightforward biological gaps 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


Girls continue to outperform boys 
in literacy testing, according to 
Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) statistics. However, 
University of Alberta researchers 
want to make sure this trend doesn’t 
become a hard-and-fast rule. 

U of A Elementary Education doc- 
toral student Brenda Kelly explained that 
while girls are excelling in literacy test- 
ing, boys are excelling in the sciences. 

“Tf boys are outperforming girls in 
the sciences, they still have to read; 
and they have to have a high level of 
reading to achieve well in the science 
testing. So that tells me that boys are 
reading—it just might be that they're 
reading differently or that different 
texts appeal to them,” Kelly said. 

Kelly and her doctoral advisor— 
Heather Blair, who currently teaches 
Elementary Education for the Faculty 


their 
studies on examining what boys are 
typically interested in reading and 
how these materials might be used to 
improve their literacy results. 

“The research is] not on how people 
learn to read because the process of read- 
ing is a universal one; and we all read in 
the same way. It’s on what we choose 
to read or write, and [it has to do with] 
what we're inclined to like about it that 
I think the differences are, and I believe 
they start very early,” Blair said. 

Blair, who has done a study with a 
group of Edmonton boys, explained 
that they were often very literate in 
digital media that are not yet fully rep- 
resented in standard literacy testing. 

“These kinds of [digital] literacies are 
something that we're just beginning to 
think of how we could teach them in 
schools, and these are something that 
the boys, certainly in my project, have 
kind of taught themselves and are ahead 
of the game,” she explained. 


of Education—have focused 


According to Blair, modern curri- 
cula need to be updated not only to 
include conventional literacy medi- 
ums, but also to encourage boys and 
girls to explore a broad range of read- 
ing materials. She noted that digital 
competence is highly advantageous 
in modern society. 

“Tm not saying we need to be play- 
ing digital games in class, but these 
kinds of expertise that they're gaining 
lead to other kinds of things,” she said. 

“T have a feeling that boys are very 
literate and have very literate lives out 
of school, but it’s just not being recog- 
nized,” Kelly added. 

But despite the results of international 
literacy testing thus far, Blair said that 
it was unnecessary to corner girls and 
boys into fixed categories. 

“We need to continue to broadly 
explore gender and literacy and not 
allow ourselves to kind of fall into 
tight, small little categories of “boys 
are like this, and girls are like that.” 


Geometric shapes help fish find their way 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


Fish have an innate ability to use geo- 
metric prompts to navigate, according 
to a study by University of Alberta 
graduate Alisha Brown. 

Brown, who graduated last spring 
with a Masters in Psychology, wanted 
to see whether exposure to geometry 
during rearing would impact a fish’s 
ability to use the shapes. 

“The idea that I had was to look at 
how the shape of their rearing envi- 
ronment would alter their ability 
to learn and use geometric cues for 
navigation.” 

Brown and her collegues raised 
two groups of fish, one in a standard 
rectangular laboratory tank and one 
in an opaque circular tank devoid of 
angular forms. They then trained the 
two groups of fish to swim through an 


open door in a particular corner of a 
white rectangular-shaped tank, using 
the geometric cues of the enclosure as 
their guide. 

They found that even the fish reared 
in the circular tank were able to use 
the geometry of the environment to 
solve the task. 

“That was the first really important 
thing because we weren't sure whether 
it was all of this salient exposure in 
rearing that was causing all kinds of 
animals to be able to learn how to 
use geometry or whether it really was 
something about the brain that [was] 
there before we even started,’ Brown 


explained. 

However, when one of the walls 
of the rectangular-shaped tank was 
coloured blue, fish reared in the absence 
of geometric cues would depend on 
this feature for navigation instead of 
the geometric Cues—even if it meant 


What you need to know about 


choosing the incorrect corner. 

“The second important thing was 
to show that the shape of the rear- 
ing environment determines to what 
extent you use geometry versus fea- 
tures for navigation,” she said. 

Her study was published in the 
July issue of Psychological Science, 
and Brown said its significance lies 
in the fact that it challenges previous 
assumptions about the ability of ani- 
mals to learn particular things. 

“Up until now, everyone thought 
that, whether or not they were exposed 
to the geometric cues, they'll all do 
the exact same thing, which we're just 
finding is not the case,” Brown said. 

“Tf we can find that there are these 
clear distinctions between [animals 
which are] laboratory-reared and 
[those reared] with a lack of exposure 
to geometric cues, then that opens up 
an entirely new line of research.” 


changes to landlord 
and tenant legislation 


> Rent can now only increase once a year 
As of April 24, 2007, rent can only go up if there hasn't been an increase in the 


previous 365 days. 


> A full year’s notice is required for condo 
conversions or major renovations 


If a landlord is ending a rental agreement to do major renovations on the property 
or convert it into condominiums, they must now give the tenant a full year’s notice. 
No rent increases are allowed during that year. 


To find out more about these changes, call toll-free 1 877 427 4088 
or visit www.servicealberta.gov.ab.ca. 
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TREND 
¥, RESEARCH 


Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 


located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer 


system. 


Absolutely no sales involved. 


Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 
Flexible scheduling with shift choices. 
Company benefits plan. 


$10.50 / hour to start, with performance based reviews. 


Please mail, fax or email your resume to: 
2nd Floor, 10304 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1L9 


Fax: 780-485-5085 


Email: HR@TrendResearch.ca 


Phone: 780-485-6558 


TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS 


BY-ELECTION 
NOMINATIONS 


WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NOMINA- 
TIONS FOR THE STUDENTS’ COUNCIL 
AND GENERAL FACULTIES COUNCIL 
BY-ELECTION TO BE HELD ON 


SEPTEMBER 27 & 28 


THE POSITIONS AVAILABLE ARE LISTED BELOW BY FACULTY 


wbdte 


www.su.ualherta.ca/vote 


AGRICULTURE FORESTRY AND HOME ECONOMICS 


1 Students’ Union Council Seat 
2 General Faculties Council Seats 


ARTS 
3 Students’ Union Council Seats 
4 General Faculties Council Seats 


BUSINESS 


2 General Faculties Council Seats 


EDUCATION 


2 Students’ Union Council Seats 
2 General Faculties Council Seats 


ENGINEERING 


2 Students’ Union Council Seats 


MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY 


1 Students’ Union Council Seat 
2 General Faculties Council Seats 


NATIVE STUDIES 


1 General Faculties Council Seat 


NURSING 


2 Students’ Union Council Seats 
1 General Faculties Council Seat 


OPEN STUDIES 


2 Students’ Union Council Seats 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND RECREATION 
1 Students’ Union Council Seat 
1 General Faculties Council Seat 


SCIENCE 
3 Students’ Union Council Seats 
2 General Faculties Council Seats 


Nomination Packages are available from 2-900 SUB, 302K SUB, or online at 


WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/VOTE 


NOMINATIONS ARE DUE ON SEPTEMBER 17 @ 17:00 
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During the first few weeks back in school, 
you want to be seen—playing witha 
Gateway frisbee, that is! 


Starting Monday and going until Friday, Managing Editor 
Paul Owen will be traipsing through campus, looking for 
people reading the Gateway. Should he find you between 
the hours of 10am and 11am, he may just dish you one of 
these shiny new discs embossed with the logo of your 
favourite autonomous student newspaper on campus. So 
keep one eye on your copy of the Gateway and the other on 
the lookout for a tall guy with a Gateway hoodie and a hat 
with his own initials on it. 


Of course, if you don’t want to succumb to reading in order 
to get free stuff, you can always just come up and volunteer 


for us. Email gateway@gateway.ualberta.ca if you're inter- 
ested—we treat our minions pretty well. 


THE GATEWAY 


Holding on to the last vestiges of summer since 1910 


Do you want to volunteer for 
the Gateway? 


Writers! 
Photographers! 
Illustrators! 


We require your services. 


New volunteer meeting: 


6pm, Thursday, 13 September THE GATEWAY 
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OPINION 


Kidnapping not an 
international affair 


IT’S BEEN OVER FOUR MONTHS SINCE MADELEINE 
McCann disappeared from a holiday apartment in 
Praia da Luz, Portugal on 3 May, 2007, but for some 
reason, we're still forced to hear about her. 

The latest news: her parents are now professing 
their innocence and denying any involvement in their 
daughter’s suspected murder after Portuguese authori- 
ties named them as suspects. Of course they deny it. 

I can’t imagine that anyone expected this couple— 
who've been flying all around Europe since their 
daughter’s disappearance—would suddenly confess to 
killing her. But why is this news? 

The story goes that Gerry and Kate McCann were 
eating at a nearby restaurant the night Madeleine 
disappeared from her bed, though they had been 
repeatedly checking in on her and their two-year-old 
twins throughout the evening. 

Now, I can’t imagine the nightmare of discover- 
ing that your daughter is gone, but this constant 
Madeleine McCann coverage is nevertheless annoying 
because there are so many more important things to 
write about. That's right: there are more important 
things in the world than a missing four-year-old. 

I do sympathize with her family’s situation—but 
this is not an international tragedy. The millions of 
women and children involved in human trafficking 
as sex trade workers is an international tragedy. What 
makes this one little girl so special that the Pope, 
David Beckham, and JK Rowling would feel com- 
pelled to pitch in to keep the hunt for Madeleine in 
the public eye? 

This is Elian Gonzalez syndrome all over again. 
Madeleine is unbearably cute, and the YouTube video 
montages will break your heart—especially once the 
heart-wrenching music starts playing in the back- 
ground. But there’s something sick and voyeuristic 
about the fact that so many people are constantly 
watching these things. 

Many viewers make comments along the lines of “I 
love you, Madeleine!” or “Come back to us!’—people 
who will likely never know Madeleine, yet who still 
feel some kind of personal attachment to her after 
seeing how happy she looked building a sand castle. 

One of these videos even professes that, “By now, 
everyone knows who this little girl is, and her story 
has touched everyone’s hearts,” but I disagree. 

The nine-year-old prostitute in Thailand probably 
doesn’t care about Madeleine. What about all the other 
families worldwide that have had children abducted? 

Ir’s great so many people care about her fate, but 
let’s face it: if she’d been an ugly troll rather than an 
adorable princess, no newswire would still be run- 
ning her story off of its homepage. 

Then again, if she were more homely, she may not 
have disappeared in the first place—I’m willing to bet 
kidnappers don’t go for the ugos. 


NATAL 


50 aint worth a dime 


TODAY IS PROBABLY THE BIGGEST DAY OF THE 
year for rap music fanatics. Kanye West releases 
Graduation, and 50 Cent drops Curtis, in the biggest 
album vs album match-up in years. Most of the hype 
stems from 50’s statement that he’ll quit music if 
Kanye outsells him, and, with that in mind, I hope 
Kanye takes today with ease. 

Born Curtis Jackson, 50 Cent’s whole deal has always 
been that he survived being shot with nine bullets and 
doesn’t promote gun violence—he only tells his life 
story. Sadly, if he’s being honest about his life, 50’s 
lived one big gangsta cliché: bullets, bling, bitches, and 
crack all lead up to a big-pimpin’ lifestyle. 

True or false, such a life doesn’t mean 50’s earned 
the right to sell us boring rap, and a third album of his 
slow, Stallone-like delivery will inspire only the most 
dedicated members of his current fanbase of twelve- 
year-olds. They don’t want anything new anyways— 
they want their fantasy clichés packaged nice and neat. 
But unlike Kayne, who at least makes diverse, intrigu- 
ing records, 50’s willing to give them exactly that: the 
stale gansta cliché, reheated once more. 


PAUL BLINOV 


LETTERS 


Art isn’t confined to 
single media or format 


Victor Vargas’ article (Re: “The 
Internet is ruining your future arts 
career,” 6 September) on the arts 
and the Internet is devoid of merit. 

It certainly is true that there's a 
glut of media on the Internet these 
days, ostensibly because “programs 
like Photoshop make producing art 
so easy.” | invite Mr Vargas to take 
his technical know-how and produce 
work equal to the best on display at 
deviantArt.com or in WorthlOOO 
contests. | wager that he would fail 
miserably, as would the rest of us. 
Why is that? 
Photoshop, webcams, and blog 
editors are merely tools. If their 
invention and dissemination make 
art so easy, surely the camera or paint 
ought to have done the same ages 
ago. After all, painting is just putting 
a brush in some wet pigment and 
then smearing it on paper. Nothing 
could be simpler. Unfortunately, 
there are reasons why some of us 
will become Rembrandts and others 
will draw stick figures forever: talent 
and training. 

The sheer volume of online art 
doesn’t guarantee that any of it’s 
good. Consumer demand isn't satis- 
ied by a surplus of pap; it’s created 
by having a better product. Let's be 
clear: if four years of education in 
he Arts faculty do not enable you to 
produce work superior to that of the 
average blogger, either your educa- 
ionis a failure, or you're [talentless], 
and you don't deserve any special 
ecognition or compensation for 
your efforts. Go flip burgers. 

If, on the other hand, you have 
something of worth to offer, you 
should be writing newspaper and 
magazine articles, not blog entries. 

In fact, the vast majority of the 
world’s best contemporary art is 
not to be found on the Internet, 
but is either between the covers of 
books, on the silver screen, or hang- 
ing on gallery walls. Not to mention 
architecture, landscaping, interior 
design, and advertising. All of these 
hings pay, and will continue to do 
SO. 


One can no more “access the sum 
otal of all human artistic creation” 
using the Internet than one can visit 
Paris by searching for pictures of the 
Left Bank on Google. 


STEPHEN POTYO 
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Ready and willing to pay 
for some bear droppings 


| was absolutely outraged to hear 
about the shutdown of Bear Scat. 
Now in my third year, | have used 
Bear Scat consistently over the last 
few years to schedule, add, drop, 
and receive notice of available 
classes. 

It has been valuable in ways 
| can’t even begin to describe. | 
recommend it to all first-year stu- 
dents confused about their courses. 
The only other option is confusing 
and complicated for a first-time 
student, and even now it remains a 
challenge for me. 

The proposal of 75 cents per 
student to keep it running is spare 
change. Many students have thou- 
sands of dollars in tuition, $500 or 
more in textbooks, plus other mis- 


cellaneous classroom fees. What is 
75 cents? That isn't even enough to 
purchase a drink in HUB. It’s not even 
half of bus fare! In my couch, I’m sure 
here is 75 cents that I’m more than 
willing to give. 
f the statistics are correct—that 
hree in five students are using this 
service—couldn’'t we ask students 
o find that spare change for a good 
cause? 
As to the question of who should 
pay, the University or the Students’ 
Union, my answer is as follows: the 
students should pay. 
Does it matter if the University 
uses the student's tuition or if the 
Students’ Union uses their fees? It's 
our money either way. It’s the SU’s 
job to use the students’ fees the way 
he students choose. 
choose Bear Scat, with no 
doubts that a plebiscite would show 
he same results for many other 
students. 
As for the University, they already 
have our money spent on Bear 
Tracks. While Bear Tracks may be 
ficial, it’s slow and tedious. 
Bear Scat is a program a thou- 
sand times more efficient and user- 
iendly. Unfortunately, with Bear 
racks in existence, the University 
would never pay for Bear Scat. 
This leaves our Students’ Union— 
advocates for the students. Getting 
the students what they need, what 
they want. 
SU, step up. Be my advocate. 
Be our advocates. I'll even pay a 
whole $1.50, just in case someone 
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else doesn’t want to pay. | choose 
to fight for Bear Scat, and | need 
my voice, my SU, to help me speak 
louder. 


APRYL HEWLETT 


Education III 


Shout out for shy people 


Kudos Kat Hutter for your article 
(Re: “Not everybody blends in on 
campus,” 6 September). 
'‘m privileged enough to be at 
he University of Alberta, but it’s 
hard being in my third year and still 
gripping with being extremely shy 
owards the new people that I’m sur- 
ounded by in each class. 
one of my friends from high 
school are in my faculty either, so I’m 
pretty alone in classes. But your arti- 
cle gave me a new perspective: we 
aren't all normal, and that’s alright. 


BETHANY HOFFMAN 


Huma | 


Uof Aneeds to step up 
its opting-out game 


| was quite interested to read about 
McGill's innovative approach to 
handling dedicated unit fees in last 
week's Gateway (Re: “McGill DFUs 
create deficit," 6 September). 

In any school, you can expect that 
there'll be a diverse spectrum of 
political and moral views, so it makes 
sense that students fees should be 


MIKE KENDRICK 


allocated in ways that reflect their 
personal convictions. 
For organizations which are 
essentially political and partisan 
in nature—like the QPIRG, or, in 
he U of A's case, the APIRG—it 
shouldn't be hard to opt out of 
unding them, especially if the 
agendas they advocate run against 
he individual student's values. 

| think it would be responsible 
or the U of A to follow McGill's 
example and allow students to opt 
out of some of these fees online. 

Many people don't know you can 
opt out of APIRG fees, and doing so 
is So much trouble that few students 
have the time to do so, even if they 
don’t agree with the organization’s 
aims. 


MICAH BROWN 


Economics IV 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building or e-mailed 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar- 
ity, and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libellous 
or otherwise hateful in nature. The 
Gateway also reserves the right to 
publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the author's name, program, 
year of study and student identifi- 
cation number to be considered for 
publication. 
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Wildebeests killed 
Mufasa in broad daylight, 
and just like Tupac, their 
killers were never 
brought to justice. 
i 
* At the Gateway, we're 
Ny) committed to tracking 
4 down the truth. 
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Taking out hits on animals since 1910 


PAUL 
OWEN 


hen I was younger, I 
wanted to grow up to be 
a garbage truck. No, not 


a garbage truck man—just a truck. 
I’m still convinced that the most dif- 
ficult man-to-man conversation my 
father ever had to deliver was trying 
to explain to a six-year-old why he 
couldn’ get wheels surgically grafted 
onto his arms. 

The other kids in my second-grade 
class had more practical futures 
planned out for themselves: 
wanted to be doctors, other police- 
men. A vast majority wanted to be 
astronauts—especially the girls, since 
this was about the time that Roberta 


some 


Bondar became the first Canadian 


woman in space. Apparently it was a 
big deal. 

But now that we've all grown 
up, very few of us stay on that 
course—I didn’t even bother to take 
shop in high school, and not just 
because it would have been too hard 
to resist welding a hydraulic garbage- 
crushing device to my spine. Sure, 
plenty of eager Science students still 
want to be doctors, but not many 
of those other popular elementary 
vocations are thrown around these 


days. 
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Following dreams is tough work 


Sure you could be an astronaut, but it's a hell of a lot easier to major in Psych 


Eventually, the realization that doing 
so could result in death dawns on many 
youngsters who dreamed of fighting 
fires or policing the streets, and those 
folk choose other paths. 

Thinking that going into space 
would be cool is almost universal 
among postsecondary students, but 
how many of them are actually will- 
ing to take the two undergraduate 
degrees or earn the PhD required to 
do so? 


Sure, it's nearly 
impossible to pigeon- 
hole your future 
interests when you're 
still getting crayons 
with your menu at 
Earls, but that doesn’t 
mean that the answer 
is becoming a civil 
engineer because your 
dad was. 


Hell, most won't even bother 
with the almost mandatory military 
service. The fact remains that 
while astronaut is still probably the 
coolest job on (or should I say off?) 
the planet, the work to become 
one strikes fear into just about 
everyone. 

In the end, people end up being 


engineers, or computer programmers, 


or bankers, and there’s nothing wrong 
with that: roads must be built, soft- 
ware written, and interest rates calcu- 
lated. But at some point, people stop 
dreaming. They stop wanting a cool 
job and start wanting one that will pay 
well or is accompanied by high social 
status. 

People start settling for careers 
instead of striving for them, and that’s 
why you see so many majors change 
in university every year: either these 
people knew what they wanted to 
do and didn’t, or they didn’t know, 
but found out what they didn’t 
want. 

Sure, it’s nearly impossible to 
pigeon-hole your future interests 
when youre still getting crayons with 
your menu at Earls, but that doesn’t 
mean that the answer is becoming 
a civil engineer because your dad 
was, or not taking a couple of drama 
courses because you're a chemistry 
major—especially when you consider 
that doing so may keep you involved 
in local theatre after your shifts at the 
Dow plant. 

And when multi-billionaires try 
to spend their way into a seat on 
NASA’s next shuttle flight, it raises the 
question of why they just didn’t 
become astronauts in the first place. 
It’s much cheaper, and you actually 
get to play with the buttons in the 
cockpit. 

After all, wanting to be worthy 
of a descriptive robot moniker like 
“Crusher” may not be possible in the 
physical sense, but kicking it with 
some Martians just might be. 


Poor city planning saw our creeks paved 
over, but as always, nature finds a way 


BRIAN 
GOULD 


f you live in northwest Edmonton, 
| last week’s closure of Groat Road 

southbound probably affected 
your commute. A sinkhole formed in 
the curb lane and was blamed on rain- 
fall and an old pipe. However, both 
explanations only gloss over what is 
really going on: Groat Creek is trying 
to escape. 

What, never heard of Groat Creek? 
Sure, it’s not as miajestic as it once was, 
but it still flows nonetheless. 

Carrying the combined flow from a 
network of pipes, the fully culverted 
Groat Creek now unceremoniously 
dumps a potent mix of rainwater and 
sewage into the river through a non- 
descript outfall with a viewing plat- 
form nearby—just in case you didn’t 


] get enough of the seagulls and pun- 


gent smell already. 

Named after Malcolm Groat, former 
owner of the ravine—who is, no 
doubt, rolling in his grave now— 
Groat Creek flowed from Westmount 
to the river. As Glenora grew in the 
early 1900s, the developer donated 
the ravine to the city in exchange 
for a wider bridge at 102 Avenue for 
horse carts and an eventual streetcar 
extension. 

The city initially took good care 
of one of the most scenic ravines 
in Edmonton, planting trees and 
building paths and footbridges. Groat 


Ravine was both a promenade and host 
toa variety of recreational activities. 
After World War II, however, 
Edmonton succumbed to the same 
dark thoughts as other North American 
cities. Prisoner to the freeway mental- 
ity sweeping the continent and slave to 
the automobile, 1950s Edmonton was 
faced with 80 000 car owners and only 


four bridges. 


There’s not much 

we can be do for 

the north section of 
Groat Creek while 

our auto addiction 
continues to grip us, 
but the former freeway 
roadbed doesn’t need 
to continue to scar the 


city. 


To meet this demand, the city even- 
tually turned to its greatest resource: 
therivervalleyandravines.GroatCreek 
was culverted, levelled, and paved 
over—just like Fulton, Kennedale, 
Mill, and Rat creeks—and entire lakes 
disappeared as Edmonton sprawled. 

Two artificial and depressingly 
manicured parks were built on the 
leveled surface in a mocking imita- 
tion of the ravine’s former grandeur. 
One is unpleasantly located next to 
the 107 Avenue interchange, while 
the other is left over from abandoned 
riverbank freeway plans. Both are 
overwhelmed by roaring traffic and 


devoid of any reason to visit. 

While the original plan to build 
a freeway was ultimately shelved 
due to protest, MacKinnon Creek 
suffered a similar fate, and is now 
barren and flat after construction 
stopped just short of paving. The rela- 
tively unspoiled Ramsay Creek is also 
gratuitously culverted for its last few 
dozen metres. Aerial photos show the 
scar, and the MacKinnon outfall also 
features a lovely broken metal sewer 
that spews rust and pollutants onto 
the riverbank. 

So there’s the reason for the sink- 
hole. What can you really expect 
when you try to pave over a creek? 
Water will continue to try to reclaim 
the original streambed for as long as 
the road remains. 

There’s not much we can do for the 
north section of Groat Creek while our 
auto addiction continues to grip us, but 
the former freeway roadbed doesn’t 
have to continue to scar the city. 

We could easily reclaim the last 
few dozen metres of Ramsay Creek by 
replacing the culvert with a decora- 
tive footbridge. Restoring MacKinnon 
Creek and the rest of the river bank 
up to Groat Creek would be more dif- 
ficult, but allowing the area to remain 
in its current state as a testament to 
our obsession with the automobile is 
wholly unnecessary. 

Groat Road will still be there, and 
we continue to repeat our mistakes 
elsewhere in the city. Whether it’s 
the future Highway 2 through a pro- 
vincial park next to St Albert, the 
twinning of 23 Avenue through the 
Whitemud Ravine, or Anthony Henday 
Drive, Edmonton’s  self-circumcision 
is bound to continue. 
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Osama tape should've stayed in cave 


It's been six years, and he’s still recycling the same tired 9/11 terror message 


JONN 
KMECH 


here really are no new ideas in 
T television, or in terrorism. 

Six years after the 9/11 ter- 
rorist attacks, most Americans will 
take time today to reflect, pray, and 
change the channel after watching 
the major networks’ annual coverage. 
But why? We’ve seen it all before: the 
low-budget, made-for-TV movies; the 
excruciatingly detailed breakdowns 
of that day’s events; the heartfelt 
remembrance for lost loved ones. 

This is why I find it odd that Osama 
Bin Laden has decided to release his 
new video now. The tape—which 
features Bin Laden urging Americans 
to embrace Islam or face increased 
hostility in Irag—was clearly released 
right at the anniversary to stir up con- 
troversy and provoke fear. 

However, just as with 9/11 cover- 
age, early reviews suggest that it’s a 
stale retread of previous episodes, and 
that the tape will quickly be forgotten 
by the American public. Luckily, with 
the Fall TV season here and sweeps 
just around the corner, there’s plenty 
else to watch besides wreath ceremo- 
nies at Ground Zero or that whimsi- 
cal ragamuffin’s wacky antics. 

I mean, Osama’s scriptwriters aren't 
even trying anymore. Sure, they'll 
throw in the necessary “infidel” and 
“escalate the killing” tidbits, pepper 
the dialogue with references to cur- 
rent events in pop culture so viewers 
know when the episode was pro- 
duced, and set up a finger-wagging 
punch-line right before they cut to 
commercial, but the plot is always the 
same, and there’s minimal character 


development. 

Tr’s just lazy. I mean, they had three 
years to work on the material since 
his last video, and this is what we 
get? Some nonsense about the United 
States’ global prestige being destroyed 
and its economy spiraling down- 
wards? Cue the laugh track. 

More crucially, Bin Laden was 
wearing a fine beige cloak and white 
turban, and looked much younger due 
to his now jet-black beard—which 
is also trimmed shorter and sexier. 
Maybe he uses Grecian 5. 


Perhaps if Bin Laden 
was ballroom dancing 
with Mario Lopez or 
auditioning to be the 
next Pussycat Doll, we 
might notice him. 


A lot has changed in the US and the 
world since 9/11. We witnessed the 
end of Friends and the subsequent 
failure of Joey. The country’s house- 
wives have been upgraded to threat 
level Desperate, and no less than six 
of its residents have been chosen to 
be idolized by the American public, 
going on to the level of superstar- 
dom associated with singing at store 
Openings. 

With all this excitement, another 
Bin Laden repeat isn’t going anywhere 
in the Nielsen ratings. Perhaps if Bin 
Laden was ballroom dancing with 
Mario Lopez or auditioning to be the 
next Pussycat Doll, we might notice 
him. 

But that time, North 
Americans will continue to ignore a 
C-lister like Osama much like they 
rightfully ignore the rest of the news 
cycle, which has also been on auto 
playback since 9/11. God help us if 


until 


the Iraq war reaches syndication and 
is on every channel, all day. 

I can’t stand it when shows drag 
on forever with no finale in sight 
even after they’ve jumped the shark. 
But, to be fair, it’s tough to main- 
tain freshness and continuity if over 
100 000 cast members have been 
written out of the script. 

To make it easier for people, the 
world today can be described like 
the standard lazy-guy-with-hot-wife 
comedy. The North American public 
is the fat, inept protagonist and bread- 
winner, who, despite having good 
intentions, always screws things up 
and is, ironically, usually found asleep 
in front of the television. 

His stunningly attractive (and there- 
fore unrealistic) wife, constantly nag- 
ging for our attention, is our perceived 
reality—but unfortunately, the truth 
is that her ugly bastard of a father lives 
in your basement and will never leave 
you alone. 

The rest of the world is like the neigh- 
bours who marvel at how this debacle 
we call a household manages to soldier 
on, but who usually have their own 
dysfunctions to deal with. 

Westerners like our history like 
they like their sitcoms: fresh, yet 
predictable. If that sitcom ends up 
repeating itself, we'll probably start 
watching something else until the 
next shocking moment. After that 
happens, we'll never forget, until 
something else catches our attention. 

Sorry to burst your bubble Bin 
Laden, but if we've already tuned out 
tear-soaked interviews with firefight- 
ers’ families, what chance have you 
got? 

We'll start listening to you again 
when some new apocalyptic event 
hits our screens with fresh footage 
of pain and suffering. But if youre 
any kind of a man, you'll still have 
to work hard to top Two and a Half 
Men. 


Sure there's a downside to rabies, but 


for every cloud theres a salivary lining 


CONAL 
PIERSE 


e all know the symptoms: 
shaky walking, angry 
growling, and foaming at 
the mouth all add up to a classic case 
of rabies. This loveable rapscallion 
of a disease has been a staple of our 
infectious repertoire for decades, but 
now in light of new research, it may 
very well become a thing of the past. 
According to Edinburgh University’s 
Royal Dick Vet School, if enough 
domesticated dogs are vaccinated 
against rabies, it can potentially 
be eliminated worldwide within a 
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decade. And while I’m all for elimi- 
nating diseases—because nobody 
likes smallpox-coated blankets—I 
think we're forgetting all that rabies 
has done for us in the past. 

I know what youve thinking: how 
could a disease that kills 50 000 people 
a year possibly be helpful? Well, have 
you ever stopped to consider that some 
of those people might have been evil? 
Yes some of them may have been chil- 
dren, but remember, the likes of Stalin 
and Lex Luthor also started out as kids. 


Rabies has also been immensely 
important for pop culture. Were it not 
for rabies, we never would have dis- 


covered what a stone-cold, dead-eye 
hard-ass Atticus Finch was. 

If it weren’t for that infected hound, 
we never would’ve had this insight 
into his character—unless he actually 
decided to kill some mockingbirds or 
something. And Old Yeller wouldn't 
be a memorable film if at the end he 
simply took his dog out back to play 
fetch. 

Sure, these events are still relevant to 
us, but future generations who grow 
up in a world that’s forgotten rabies 
will be at a disadvantage. 

These children will simply think that 
Atticus was being a dick for shooting 
a neighbourhood dog who had man- 
aged to get his paws on some whipped 
cream. Old Yeller will be no longer be 
thought of as a tale of friendship, but 
rather as a sordid tale of a serial killer’s 
beginnings. And Cujo’s now-inexpli- 
cable murderous rampage—consid- 
ering the St Bernards’ well-known 


ability to track down a person trapped 
in a snow-drift—will result in that 
particular breed being regarded as the 
polar bears of the future, seeing how 
that slot will need filling soon. 

They’ll also be incapable of under- 
standing early--90s comedies about 
down-on-their-luck peewee  foot- 
ball team. When the Little Giants 
take Alka-Seltzers in order to give 
the appearance that they’re foaming 
at the mouth, these kids will be left 
behind. 

Or worse, they might fall under 
the unfortunate assumption that little 
white pills are the key to athletic suc- 
cess, and then we'll end up with Little 
Leaguers who are consistently break- 
ing Barry Bonds’ hard-earned home 
run record. 

So before you jump on this “disease 
eradication” bandwagon, | urge you to 
please think of the children. The chil- 
dren of the future that is, not all the 
ones in Asia and Africa who are dying 
from rabies infections. 

That’s just tragic. 
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